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AUTHENTICITY OF THE BOOK OF ACTS. 
BY M, B, RIDDLE, DD. 


will be necessary to explain what is meant by 
“authenticity,” since the word is often used, even by 
scholarly men, without precision. A book is genuine, 
when it is the production of its reputed author; it is 
authentic, when its contents are true. Bat from the ap- 
parent relation of the words “author” and “ authentic,” 
many have been led to suppose that the latter term has 
some reference to the authorship, and hence it has been 
confounded with “genuine.” The Book of Acts is re- 
ported to be the production of the evangelist Luke; and 
yet, ss he does not name himself, the question of its 
genuineness does not 0 fairly come before us as in the 
case of Paul’s Epistles, which so often begin, “ Paul, an 
apostle,” etc. The difference in the form of the question 
of genuineness smounts to this: If Paul’s Epistles are 
not genuine, then his name has been forged ; if the book 
of Acts is not genuine (i. ¢., not the production of Luke, 
who is usually considered the author), then some other 
person wrote it, but there is no forgery involved. 

In this article, however, it is proposed to tell of a 
number of facts which go to prove that the contents of 
the Book of Acts are true. Very few people have ever 
doubted this, bu‘ in the care of no other book do we have 
so many incidental facts coming to the support of the 
truth of the narrative. The writer has been engaged 
for some months in special study of this book; and, al- 
though he began without any doubts on the subject, he 
finds himself at the close of his study so greatly im- 
pressed with the proofs of authenticity, as to gladly avail 
himself of the opportunity to present them to the readers 
of THE fuNDAY £CHOOL TIMEs, as they are resuming 
their studies of this portion of the word of God. 

To tell of all the facts which meet the student, would 
require a volume, Paley has written a book called 
Hore Pauline, which deals largely with the remarkable 
correspondences between the Epistles of Paul and the 
history of Luke,—all the more remarkable because of the 
difference between them. The two authors approach the 
very brink of contradiction, and yet always avoid it. So 
numerous are the minute coincidences, that this class of 
facts of itself is sufficient to overbear all doubts in an un- 
prejudiced mind. But it is proposed to leave this part of 
the subject out of view, aud speak only of the corrobora- 
tions and coincidences which spring from a omparicson 
with the information derived from uninspired sources. 

It will be observed in advance, that, the more minute 
the facts, the greater the proof of authenticity. It is 
always in the minor details of evidence that lawyers 
detect a false witness, just as in the fine lines ofa bank 
note the counterfeiter fails to decsive. The advantage, 
moreover, of a comparison with writers outside the New 
Testament, is that no one can say there was any collusion. 
While, as a matter of fact, there is none between the 
respective authors of the New Testament, some might 








assert it, or at least the possibility of it. But if Josephus 
and Luke agree, then it is idle to say that they conspired 
to make their writings correspond, In the csse of the 
heathen writers, who never heard of any of the books of 
the New Testament, only a lunatic can deny the force of 
their agreement with Luke. In the earlier part of the 
book of Acts, the class of fac's referred to cannot be 
found, for the history treats of Christianity before it 
came into contact with the Gentile world. Yet in the 
earlier lessons of this quarter we have, even in events 
occurring at Jerusalem, a proof of the truthfulness of the 
history derived from a comparison with facts in 
Roman history. The whole story of the persecution and 
martyrdom of Stephen is confirmed by the state of the 
Roman rule in Judea at that time. Luke makes no 


638 | allusion to this, hence the confirmation is all the greater, 


When our Lord “suffered” it was “under Pontius 
Pilate,” but Stephen was stoned without any consultation 
with the civil authorities. Our Lord suffered a Roman 
punishment, but the first martyr was executed after the 
Jewish mode. ‘“ Many years after this, Aunas the high- 
priest, and the Sanhedrim, tried James the Just, and 
stoned him, without any permission from the Procurator, 
and for this illegal act Annas was deposed from his 
office” (Lewin’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul). The ex- 
planation of the outrage in the case of Stephen is afforded 
by profane history. Pilate had been sent home in dis. 
grace, and there was no Roman governor in Judea, Not 
only so, but the political. condition was one which en- 
couraged the Jews to assert their power to persecute 
Vitellius, the prefect of Syria (afterwards emperor), who 
had authority over Jadea, had withdrawn from the 
neighborhood of Jerusalem on hearing of the death of 
the Emperor Tiberius. The situation encouraged the 
Sanhedrim, not only to stone Stephen, but to persecute 
in other cities. Now an author who makes his narrative 
thus correspond with historical fact must either write the 
truth, or be very skillfal in framing fiction, But a writer 
of fiction, especially if he wished to make it pass for 
truth, would have been careful to notice the events which 
would give a color of truth to his narrative. He would 
say to himself: The Jews could not lawfully stone 
Stephen in ordinary times, and as I tell of that, I must 
explain how it was possible. But the book of Acts tells 
the story, and nothing more. In the case of Simon 
Magus (chap. 8), who is mentioned by Josephus, Justin 
Martyr and others, it is confessed that Luke’s statements 
alone are thoroughly trustworthy. ‘ Candace” (chap. 8: 
27). we learn from Pliny, was a name which, among-the 
Ethiopians, “‘for many years passed from one queen to 
another.” Of the street in Damascus “which is called 
Straight” (chap. 9: 11), Conybeare and Howson remark : 
“We are allowed to bear in migd that the throughfares 
of Eastern cities do not change, and to believe that the 
‘straight street,’ which still extends through Damascus 
in long perspective from the eastern gate, is the stree; 
where Ananias spoke to Saul.” As regards the political 
condition of Damascus at this time a difficulty arises, 
since Paul, in 2 Cor. 11: 32, speaksof Aretas as king there ; 
but a number of solutions offer themselves, and it is 
likely that, upon the accession of the Emperor Caligula, 
Aretas actually came into possession of the city. 

Bat as the influence of Christianity widens, we dis- 
cover more points of contact with facts otherwise known, 
Yet, before discussing these, look at the statement, “jhe 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch ” (chap. 
11:26). Luke does not say “that the inhabitants of 
Antioch were famous for their propensity to jeer and call 
names,” but we learn this from other sources. Then the 
name itself-—a Hebrew thought (Messiah), a Greek 
name (christos) with a Latin termination (christianos) ; 
there was no place in existence in the first century where 
such a word would be so likely to be coined as at 
Antioch, full of Jews speaking Greek, and yet the 
capital of the Roman province of Syria. As regards the 
famine in the days of Olaudius Cwsar (chap. 11 ; 28), it is 








abundantly proven “ that scarcity in the days of Olaudius 

Cesar did extend through the greater part of the Roman 

world ’’ (Alford). 

The death of Herod Agrippa (chap. 12:22, 23) is 

narrated by Josephus also, but “the simple narrative of 

Luke will lose nothing by the comparison” (Lewin), 

although it is confirmed in well-nigh every point by that 

of the learned and courtly Jewish author. 

When we come to the missionary journeys of Paul, we 

shall be struck with the very accurate topographical 

details, often, too, with the nicety by which official per- 

sons are designated. Some of the voyages are recorded 

as though the historian kept a log-book, while the 

accounts of the last voyage and shipwreck are marvels of 
accuracy, despite the criticisms of some illy informed 

persons. No writer uses nautical terms with greater 
precision. If the whole story is not true, and written in 
the first century, then the writer of it must have spent 
more time in preparing to give his fiction an air of 
truth than would have been necessary to give him the 
materials for a much larger true history. Take the his- 
torical novels of Walter Scott, or of Thackeray, who 
carefully studied so as to make his works tally with 
known historical and topographical facts, and it will be 
found that, despite all their care, mistakes have crept in. 
I have marked a number in The Virginians, for example. 
Bat in the book of Ac!s no mistake can be discovered, 
although the latter half of it tells of places and usage, 

thoroughly known to us from other sources. Even when 
scholars have thought they detected an inaccuracy, 
something has been discovered to prove that Luke was 
right, For example, in the first journey the governor of 
Oy prus is spoken of by a Greek term which is equivalent 
to the Latin “ proconeul” (‘‘ deputy,” chap. 13: 7-12). 
It was thought for a long time that the proper title of 
the ruler of Oyprus was legate or prop:«tor, it being 
considered an imperial province. But coins have been dis- 
covered giving the title used by Luke, and it turns out that 
just before Paul went there, Cyprus had become a pro- 
consular province. At Philippi, which was a “ colony,” 

the state of the popular mind is strikingly portrayed, 
while the magistrates are called “pre‘ors” and their 
officers “ lictors” (¢. g., sergeants). Ia Theesalonica the 
rulers are called “ politarchs.” “The exact accuracy of 
the title as existing at Thessalonica has been proved by 
an inscription found on the spot, in which it occurs” 
(Alford). There is the same accuracy in regard to the 
places where synagogues were found. 

Minute matters of political geography may be noticed. 
Iconium (chap. 14:1) is distinguished from the “ cities 
of Lycaonia ” (ver.6). Now it was strictly also in Lyca- 
onia, but at this time formed a district by itself. No later 
writer of fiction could have taken pains to be accurate 
on so trifling a point. The mention of  Asiarchs” in 
chap. 19:30 (‘the chief of Asia”) is also a proof of 
accuracy, while the account of the journey in chap. 
16:6 8, is of itself so striking that it will repay the most 
careful study. 

The public characters mentioned are true to life, 
Gallio, deputy of Achaia (chap. 18: 12), is the very per- 
son portrayed by Seneca, his brother, Felix and Dzu- 
silla, Festus, Agrippa and Bernice, are as faithfully 
shown us by Luke as by the other historians who men- 
tion them, but with this difference,—in the inspired 
writing everything is subordinate to the straightforward 
purpose of the narrative. Any one who could draw so 
well with his pen as this writer would not have been con- 
tent to give so simple a fiction, if he were writing fiction. 
“ Neapolis ” (chap. 16:11) was in Thrace, not in Mace- 
donia ; “ Thyatira”’ (v. 14) was famous for its Lydian 
purple,—a guild of dyers existing there, and leaving in- 
scriptions. The legal usages, the course of the vessels, 
as governed by known currents of traffic, the winds, 
nautical movements, in fact, everything that can be 
verified, have been shown to be accurately described, 





And when the chief actor of the atory approaches Rome, 
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the Three Taverns and Appii Forum, where he meets 
the brethren (chap. 28:15), are places mentioned by 
Cicero and Horace and Strabo, These are but a few of 
the points that present themselves to the student of this 
book. Withcut making this result of study an end, the 
writer has found that this was the result, namely, the 
conviction that even if the Book of Acts were not in- 
spired (which it is), as a purely human work it presents 
itself so confirmed in every minute detail as to be more 
worthy of belief than any or all of the classical histories. 
This position established, we have an additional reason 
for holding fast to the “ former treatise ” (chsp. 1 : 1) 
written to Theophilus, If there two bocks are true, 
Christianity is true; and by that is meant not the Sermon 
on the Mount merely, but the living and life-giving facts 
respecting the once crucified, but now risen and regnant 
Jesus Christ, as Paul preached them during these 
journeys throughout the Roman Empire, 


HOW TO STUDY THE LESSON. 
SECOND PAPER. 
BY JOHN 8, HART, LL.D. 


N the paper of last week I made some tuggestions on 
this sutject. The conditions of success there given, 
though in my estimation fundamental and necessary to 
any proper study of the lessons, sre yet, as every one 
must see, altogether elementary. One must know the 
alphabet in order to read. But a mere knowledge of the 
alphabet will not make a man archolar, He must pro- 
ceed from that elementary step and enter the broad do- 
main of knowledge to which the alphabet is but the gate- 
way. Soman may comply with all the conditions of 
success mentioned in the article of last week, he may 
know the meaning of every word in the lesson, he may 
know the meaning of the passsge as a whole, he may 
have the whole thoroughly committed to memory, and 
yet may come short of that knowledge of the lesson 
which will enable him to make the study of it interestir g 
and profitable to his class, The Bible, it must be re- 
membered, differs from all other books. We do not siudy 
it merely for curious information, as we study history, 
biography, or travels, We study it because it contains 
the words of eternal life. We study it to know what we 
must believe, and what we must do, that we may enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. When, then, we have 
learned, according to the rules already laid down, what 
is the meaning of the sacred record, in its plain, obvious 
renee, we must next inquire, 

What religious truths and what practical duties the lesson 
teaches. Here the dictionary and the atlas and the rules 
of rhetoric and grammar do not help us. Logic is now 
our main reliance. If such and such a transaction of the 
olden time is recorded with the Divine approbation, what 
may I infer from it in regard to the present duty of my- 
self and of those whom I am teaching? And here there is 
denger of mistake, Some of the older commentators, in 
the ove: flow of their pious zeal, are often quite fancifal 
in what they call “ the application” of Scripture. Oom- 
mentators of a more recent date are generally more cau- 
ticus and more reliable in this respect. While you strive 
to draw inferences from the passage, both as to faith and 
duty, be careful nat to strain it beyond what a fair and 
necessary inference will justify. It is impossible to over- 
estimate the value of there inferences, when rightly made, 
and therefore to this point you should direct your most 
earnest attention, otherwise the main value of the lesson 
is lost. You have merely Jaid a foundation, but built no 
house upon it. In this matter you will get great assist- 
ance fronf the varicus lesson papers now published, and 
from the commentators, especially those of a recent date, 

An example may perhaps make my meaning on this 
point more apparent, Let the reader turn to the pas- 
sage (Matt, 17 : 24 27) containing the narrative in regard 
to Christ’s decision about bis paying the temple-tax. 
Here, in the first place, some study is needed to get at 
the exact literal meaning of which I spoke last week. 
On examination, we find that the expression, “ They that 
received the tribute-money,” means literally “the re- 
ceivers of the didrachma.” A farther inquiry into Jewish 
antiquities shows that this refers to the mode in which‘ 
under the Mosaic economy, provision was made for the 
pecuniary expenses of the temple service, It was a per- 
petual ordinance upon all Israelites that every male 
among them, from twenty years old and upwaids, should 
pay annually a poll-tax of half a shekel. In the later 
stages of the Hebrew commonwealth, when the shekel 
had fallen into disuse, payment of this temple tax was 
made in the current coins which were the nearest com- 
mercial equivalent. The nearest approach to the shekel 
and the fractions of a shekel at the time of our Lord’s 
advent was found in two Greek coins then current in Ju- 








des, namely, the drachma and the stater, four drachmas 
being «qual to one stater. The denominations were 
drachma, didrachma (doub/e-drachma), and stater (some- 
times called tetradrachma, or fourfold-dracbma). As the 
stater was the equivalent of the shekel, the didrachma was, 
of course, the equivalent of the half-shekel, which was 
the specific poll-tax levied upon all adult males for the 
support of the temple-service. 

Now, applying this explanation, we put ourselves in 
the position of receiving from the narrative the same 
ideas that it conveyed to its first readers. The receivers 
of the didrachma, that is, the collectors of the half-shekel 
temple money, come to Peter and say, “ Doth not your 
master pay the didrachma?” These collectors of the 
temple-money were men in humble position, and the 
question was apparently made in good faith. They had 
beard rumors of Christ’s pretensions, and they did not 
know whether, on account of his spiritual character, he 
claimed exemption from this tax or not. Peter, with 
characteristic forwardness, answered at once, and without. 
stopping to inquire of the Master himself. We can almost 
hear Peter saying : “ Certainly ; how silly the question ! 
do not all Jews, who pretend to keep the law at all, pay 
the didrachma?” Having given this offhand answer, 
he goes into the house, and, meeting Jesus, is apparently 
about to tell what has taken place, when Jesus antici- 
pates him, saying, “ What thinkest thou, Simon? of 
whom do earthly kings take taxes or tribute? of their 
sons, or of strangers? if I am the son and heir of the | 
great King, in whose honor the temple service is main- 
tained, why should I pay the serviceemoney? The law 
really is not binding on me; notwithstanding, lest we 
should offend them,—that is, lest we should be the cause 
of stumbling to these humble ¢ flicers of the law,—go thou 
to the sea and cast a hook, and take the fish that first 
cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou 
shalt find a stater [equivalent of two didrachmas, or half- 
shekels, and thus sufficient to pay the temple-tax of two 
persons|: that take, and give for us both, for me and 
thee,”’ 

So much for the literal meaning. Now what truths, 
or duties, for our own guidance, may we fairly deduce 
from this narrative? Two or three are suggested, with- 
out pretending to exhaust the sulject. First, we may 
notice the gentleness of our Lord’s rebuke of Peter’s of- 
ficious zeal, and we may fairly learn from it not to be 
harsh in condemning the mistakes of those who err from 
mere inconsideration, where the mistake has evidently 
sprung from an honest desire to do right, and where it is 
accompanied with no selfish personal ends. We may 
notice, secondly, the tenderness cf our Lord toward these 
humble public servants, ccmplying promptly with their 
( fficial demand, so that they need not feel as if this new 
religious teacher was one who sought to evade his legal 
obligations. How different this from the open denunci- 
ations w! ich he uttered against the lordly and supercil- 
ious Pharisees and Sadducees! If conscience obliges us 
at any time to use the language of severity, in vindica- 
tion of the truth and the right, let us at least spare those 
who are the mere ministers, not the authors, of the 
wrong. It is, thirdly, no strained use of this passage 
which enables us to draw from it a lesson of trust. The 
deed of Jesus was equally miracalous, whether, as some 
suppose, he actually created, on the moment, the coin 
which Peter was to find in the fish, cr whether, as in the 
general opinion, Jesus, by his omniecience, saw in all 
the Jake one particular fish that had swallowed a coin, 
and knew that this particular fish would first come to 
Peter’s hook. And surely, one who can thus anticipate 
all the difficulties of his’ children, who can with equal 
ease provide for every emergency, whether theirs or his, 
who, in providing for his own didrachma, did not forget 
that needed also by his perplexed disciple,—surely, 
such a Saviour is entitled to the unreserved confidence 
of his followers. Let us learn to trust him in all things, 
and at all times, doing and receiving to-day what to-day 
he gives us to do or to receive, and thankful for the loy- 
ing hand which keeps to-morrow’s page safely folded 
down. 





THE FITTEST FOR THE STRUGGLE. 


BY MRS, GRACE WEBSTER HINSDALE, 


hee do you wish to make of your children? De- 

cide this question first, and then you will know 
better what to do for them. A farmer acts promptly 
and confidently in regard to his land, after he has set- 
tled in his mind what kind of crop he will raise. Then, 
if he is wise and ambitious, he will till his ground well, 
because he knows that the work of preparation cannot 
safely be neglected. Ali Christian parents have recog- 





nized the importance of the work which they had to do 


before they could drop the good secd into the minds and 
hearts of their children. Many a mother has prayed 
earnestly and anxiously for the child not yet born; and 
He who is the “ hearer of prayer,” has known the hours 
she has spent in believing supplication with the little 
one in her arms, 

The parent begins his work for his child in his own 
heart; in a spirit of dependence and consecration he 
gives himself to God, and then brings, in the arnis of his 
faith, the child which is enirusted to his care. The 
heart of the child /s a little field in which he is to sow 
the precious seed ; but he knows that God will not bless 
his labors, or bring to perfection the fruits of a holy life, 
unless the work of preparing the ground, sowing the 
seed, and watching and protecting its growth, has been 
faithfully and prayerfully performed. Truly, an humble 
consecration of his own heart to God must precede such 
a work for his child, The success of the parent’s work 
must depend upon the prompting and guidance of the 
Holy Ghost, for the mistakes into which the wisest and 
most loving parent may fall are many and disastrous. 
The best seed, if sown too late, may be unproductive. 
If you indolently, or neglectfally, allow nature’s true 
sowing-time to go by unimproved, you will find that 
there have been seeds dropped without your knowledge, 
and that the little field is full; then the holy plants 
which you would raise will be forced into a hard strug- 
gle for existence, and they msy be wholly crowded out. 
Surely, the qualities which are to meet successfully trials 
to virtue, and solicitations to evil, must be rooted and 
trained very early in the sou], so that they may have 
strength to overcome the resistance which a holy effort 
always meets. There is less to co-operate with the good 
in us than with the evil ; so that, if the good triumphs, 
it will be by strenuous exertion and unwavering faith. 
Be careful that the ground you cultivate has not the dis- 
advantage of being first sown with the evil seed, which 
the favoring influences of this world will most surely per- 
fect to fatal fruits | 

Every child is born with some disadvantage or defi- 
ciency, either in himself or his circumstances. He may 
be indebted to his parents for these unfortunate peculi- 
arities, but, whether he is or not, their knowledge of life 
enables them to discern by the earliest unfoldings of his 
character what he is by nature, and what training and 
farnishing he needs for his future well-being. I: is his 
parents’ duty to supply, if possible, his natural deficien- 
cies, and to strengthen those dispositions, and to increase 
those facilities, which tend to his best interest. You 
must strive to fit your child for the work before him, and 
for the circumstances in which he must labor. If he is 
not well furnished, by nature or education, for the struggle 
and experience of li‘e, he will be a sufferer, and in part, 
certainly, through your neglect, 

Some invalids oweall their years of pain to what seemed 
the loving indulgence of a fond mother! Was it the best 
kindness she could show her child to yield to its judg- 
ment, instead of acting firmly upon herown? Because 
it preferred injurious sweets to wholesome food, was it 
being faithful to its real good to gratify it? The young 
being best fitted to resist disease has a physical sdvan- 
tage in this defiled world, where contagion floats in every 
breeze. Therefore, if a child has a constilutional in- 
firmity, it is surely its parents’ duty to protect it from 
every influence calculated to increase its misfortune. If 
with tears your child begs to wear a thin dress, when such 
insufficient clothing would expose it to cold, then have 
the trifling degree of maternal courage to denyit. If you 
are weak and vain, as well as the child, what is to pre- 
vent the result of ill health, and, what is worse, a fostered 
spirit of pride? A body in good condition in early years, 
is, almost certainly, the guaranty of a hsppy and long 
life; and it is the parents’ duty to secure it, if possible, 
for his child, for in so doing he is working also for the 
higher interests of the soul. 

Who questions the advantage which an educated 
mind has in the affairs of this world? Surely, the best- 
developed powers are the best fitted to achieve success. 
If you are contented to let your son go out from his home 
weak and dependent, ycu can afford to neglect the wise 
training of his native faculties, His more industrious 
and intelligent companions will go past him, they will 
enter places of respectability and honor to which he can 
gain no admittance. They will, perhaps, make many a 
kind effort to help him,—but he cannot be helped. He 
has not strength of mind encugh to keep the place in 
which they put him. He is soon lost sight of in the 
crowd of earnest men, because his mind is ignorant and 
undeveloped. Oan his natural guardians escape the 
conviction that they are chiefly to blame for his failure 
in manly effort? You may reekon, safely, that the 
young man best fitted for worldly business will be most 
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successful, and will endure with more courage and dig- 
nity the changes and perplexities of a business career. 

None can doubt that a good physical and mental 
training are the chief elements which insure worldly 
success, The proper education of the mind helps the 
right development of the spiritual nature. It is pain- 
fally true that education and culture do not secure 
eternal safety ; the refinements of intellectual requisition 
do not assuredly deter men from acts of crime and 
infamy. But, if the mind is occupied with the study of 
useful knowledge, there is more reason to hope and to 
expect that it will be brought to contemplate spiritual 
truth. He who investigates the laws and secrets of 
nature, will surely be interested in the gracious and 
glorious revelation which the God of nature has offered 
to the world in his word! It is a great gain to a man to 
be even interested in spiritual truth; for it may be thst 
the divine power will touch his mind, and the breath of 
the Spirit give birth to faith in his soul. 

It is the believer in the presence and help of God 
who will prove the “ fittest” to encounter this world’s 
hindrances and disadvantages. The divine providence 
will enable him to survive in the dreariest regions of 
barrenness, and his feet can never be led into such a 
tangled thicket of darkness that the light of faith will 
not pierce its gloom with her guiding ray. 





YOUR FARM. 
BY M, E, COMSTOCK, 


Tis asmall farm. It is stony. It is badly situated. 
You have not the means to drain or to fence it as 
thoroughly as you would like todo. You have not the 
strength to till it as you desire. Your farm does not 
produce much. You are discouraged. Why don’t you 
give it up? Why do you keep on working so indus- 
triously? Your languid frame is thrown from its bal- 
ance as the plowshare turns up the intruding stones; 
’ sweat starts from every pore as you hoe the rows of slow 
or stunted growth ; mortification stings you as the passer- 
by notices the struggling crops. The lightest part of 
your work is gathering in your harvest, There isn’t 
much of that. Why do you spend yourstrength upon it? 
Animation kindles tone and eye, as your reply leaps 
quick to the lip: ‘“‘ Why, it’s my farm !” 

Are you sure of that? The deed, you tell me, is re- 
corded in the office of the Oounty Clerk. The entry of 
the purchase money paid is there. In the assessment list, 
it is taxed to you as owner. Its tenement is ascribed to 
you on insurance policy made out to your name. It’s 
yours. That is why you cultivate it, instead of tilling the 
teeming acres yonder that belong to your neighbor. 

It’s your farm! Wouldn’t your work bring quicker 
return if expended upon the rich soil of your neighbor’s 
farm? Wouldn’t it be lees irksome to put the plowshare 
into the me!low losm over on the hillside? A conclusive 
argument is summed up in the very tone of your reply: 
Iv’s my farm. 

It is a very small Sunday-school you are working in. 
It is feeble. You walk a long way to get to it. There is 
a floating population, and attendance is necessarily ir- 
regular. On no two Sundays is the school composed of 
precisely the same material. As memory takes you back 
over the Sundays past, the groupings seem like a set of 
dissolving views. One Sunday one set of faces, another 
set the next: and you have to reorganizs, and you have 
to change your plans of teaching the carefully prepared 
lesson; and you wonder, or some one else wonders, if it 
would not be better economy for you to quit such unpro- 
ductive, unstable soil, and work elsewhere. A voice down 
deep in your soul responds in substance, if not in pre- 
cise form of utterance, This is my farm. 

Many of us have not chosen where we should work in 
the vineyard. Is it the Lord’s work? That is the ques- 
tion we ask. Is it his field? Does one green spear come 
up? Let us be glad. If none appears, let us examine 
whether we are sowing the right seed. It is not for us to 
choose our corner in the vineyard. The Master knows 
all about it! The “well done” may be pronounced at 
last, not because we brought so many sheaves, or clusters 
of the vine, but because any growth was evoked from 
such barrenness; because any seed was made to take root 
among such repressing influences. Music may be waked, 
in triumphant strains of angelic choirs, in that “our 
brother, our sister, hath brought a living rose, a ripened 
clusters even from the desert! ’ 

Perhsps the widow, whorhall never die in song or 
story, toiled for the “two mites” that have won more 
fame than Rothschild’s millions. Perhaps she wreated 
them by labor, where mites had never been earned before. 

A man had worked many years on an unproductive, 
stony farm. Sitting down to rest some months ago, with 





thoughts we may not chronicle, he struck an aimless blow 
that fell upon one of the offending stones. The stone was 
divided in twain, and lo, iron ore revealed itself. Now 
the acres he faithfully tilled before, but so little valued, 
the richest iron company of that section was not rich 
enough to buy. 

Even the refuse of our “farm,” the very stones that 
are our stumbling-blocks, may, by a touch, be transmuted 
into riches. God knows where he has placed us. Letus 
stick to our own farms, It is faithfal labor where he has 
placed us, not upon our neighbor’s farm, that the Master 
wants. He knows why. 





CHILDREN’S FAITH. 
BY RUFUS W. CLARK, D.D. 
CHILD six years of age was present with her mother 
at a communion season, and seeing the bread and 
wine passed around, asked what the people were doing. 
Her mother replied, that they were celebrating the love of 
Jesus. ‘‘Oan’t I,” she said, ‘ have some of the bread?” 
“No, my dear, it would not be proper for you to take any.” 
The child burst into tears, and exclaimed, ‘‘ Why, mam- 
ma, you know that I love Jesus!” She could not under- 
stand why she was not allowed to express her love for 
Christ, as well as did those around her. 

Daring four years from this time, this little Ohristian 
was always with her mother at the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper, longing to partake of the emblems of her 
Saviour’s love. She would often ask when she could 
unite with the church ; and she felt that she was deprived 
of a great privilege in being kept back. Some months 
ago, a young, most lovely boy, who had joined the church 
at the age of thirteen years, died; and this little girl 
told her mother that she had, in a dream, written a let- 
ter to Jesus, and sent it by Johnny,—the name of the de- 
parted boy. “I saw,” said she, “ the letter in his hand 
as he lay in the coffin.” “And what did you write to 
Jesus about?” asked her mother. “I wrote to Jesus to 
ask him if I was too young to join the church.” 

At the next communion, her pastor and the cfficers of 
the church, feeling that, if the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self was visibly present, he would invite this child to 
come to him, and sit at his table, unanimously voted to 
receive her, thcugh she was only ten years of age. Her 
joy was great when told that she could come ; since then, 
as before, her daily walk is with the Beloved. When 
tempted to get angry, or to sin in any way, she will close 
her eyes and offer a silent prayer to Jesus for help. On 
one occasion when a companion irritated her, a flash 
passed over her sweet face; for an instant she was silent, 
and all was cver when she cheerfully resumed her play. 
Speaking of this to her mother, she said that she sent a 
little prayer to Jesus, “‘and he came, oh so quckly !” 
It is her delight to attend all the services of the church, 
and to bring her companions to the weekly prayer- 
meeting,—an example that might be profitably followed 
by many older professing Christians. 

Another little girl, two or three years older, was re- 
ceived into the church, who, with others, gave the bright- 
est eviderce of her union to Ohbrist. She told her Sab- 
bath-school teacher she hoped, after she had been at the 
com munion-table, that the blessed Saviour would take 
her to himself, as she was afraid that she might sin 
against him, if she remained in this world. It was the 
Lord’s will, however, that she should tarry here to testify 
for him, and it has been most pleasing to hear of her 
earnest efforts to bring others to Jesus. While she walks 
the earth, she seems to live in heaven. One day she 
called upon me with her Sabbath-school teacher, to tell 
me of an incident that had given her great joy. She said 
that the night beforeshe dreamed that she was standing 
at the beautiful gate of the New Jerusalem, waiting for 
the angel to come and admit her. While standing there 
she saw her pastor approach her, and he said to her, “I 
have been looking over the Lamb’s Book of Life, and 
Isaw your name written there.” Her delight wasso 
great that she awoke, and as soon as possible she hastened 
to communicate to her pastor her joy. 

Such cases as these, and others that might be cited 
afford to parents and teachers the greatest encourage- 
ment to labor for and expect the early conversion of 
children. John V. G , whose death has been re- 
ferred to, was a remarkable instance of mature piety in 
achild. His intellectual gifts were of the highest order, 
and his progress in gaining knowledge unusually rapid. 
His extreme mental activity doubtless impaired his 
health, but he consecrated all to Christ, and labored 
with great zeal to induce the boys living in his neighbor- 
hood to follow the Savicur, At the last Young People’s 
Prayer-meeting he attended, he offered a fervent prayer 


for all who were present, in language that touched every 
heart. 





While there may not be a unanimous opinion in re- 
gard to the age at which persons should be admitted to 
the visible church, itis clearly the duty and privilege of 
all parents and teachers to look, under proper training, 
for the very early;conversion of the children committed to 
their care. We ace all familiar with the power of early 
impressions upon the sensitive mind of a child. The 
tenderest affections are touched, at this period, by the 
story of the cross, and the thrilling scriptural narratives, 
and glowing scenes and parables. The whole nature is 
receptive and responsive, and the religious power start- 
ing at the fountain-head flows often with great force and 
freshness to the end of life. Many of the most eminent 
and usefal Christians were early the subjects of divine 
grace, Besides Josiah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist and 
Timothy, mentioned in the Scriptures, we may point to 
Baxter, who followed Jesus when a child; to President 
Edwards, a disciple when seven years of age; Dr. Watts 
at nine; Matthew Henry at eleven; Robert Hall at 
twelve; and many now living and laboring for Ohrist 
with the greatest success. To parents, pastors and teach- 
ers all over Christendom, Jesus Christ says, in tones of 
the deepest tenderness and earnestness, “Suffer little 
children to come unto me.” 

LOOKING FORWARD. 
BY JENNIE M, DRINKWATER, 


SSVXTE are not sure of anything in this changing 
world,” exclaimed a fretful Christian, I have 
to live by the day, it is so dreary to look forward.” 

A voice came from the chimney corner, a voice as 
warm and cheery as the chimney corner itself,—“ I am 
sure of everything that I want to be sure of.” 

“ Well, I’m not,” jerked out the first speaker ; “and I 
never expect*to be.” 

The firelight played on the withered old hands and 
the sweet old face. “We are sure,” said the cheerful 
speaker, “that we are in His hand, John, and that is the 
only safe place in the universe. No power can pluck us 
out of his hand; we have Obrist’s sure word for that. 
Ob, how few of us are growing strong with the hope 
assured of future good! How few live joyful lives be- 
cause of this hope!” ‘ 

The compressed lips of John did not move. He was 
undeniably discouraged this evening. The old lady 
went on as if speaking to herself: “* Will it not be a blessed 
thing to say that we now; in all our hearts and all our 
souls, that not one thing has failed of all the good things 
that the Lord our God has spoken concerning us? Oan 
we not say it now? Even so far on our way the prom- 
ises have proven true. If any good thing has failed, it 
is because our sins have come between our souls and 
him, or because we do not stretch out our hands to take 
the promised good! Every day of the future we so 
dread is laid up for us in his loving heart. He will open 
his hand to satisfy us, as soon as we are ready to be sat- 
isfied. He made our human hearts, and he knows all 
that they are longing to look forward to!” 

“Hum !” ejaculated John. 

“Tf we look forward trustingly, our joy will be full. 
Every morning we shall open our eyes upon a new day,— 
a day as fresh and full of promise as the first new day ; 
for God’s giving has no limit, all his gifts are as free as 
his air, his sunshine, and his drops of water.”’ 

“ And we only have to stretch out our hands,” mut- 
tered John, so low that the words were not audible, 

* What he has for us, and how much, we cannot even 
think,—no more than a babe just born can think of all 
the glories of this world. As if all his love were not 
enough to look forward to! ‘My God shall supply all 
your need.’ Paul was not afraid to look forward, nor 
Stephen, when he saw who was on the right hand of God. 
‘Look unto me,’—there is no one else to look to, No 
wonder that it is dreary to look ahead and_not see him ; 
no wonder that heart and flesh fail with looking down, 
and not up. Who would not grow weary with looking into 
emptiness or unsatisfying fulness !’’ 

“But troubles and disappointmentsa—” began John, 
>confusedly. 

“ There is no cross if our self-will is subdued. When 
we desire only his will, there is nothing to disappoint, 
for his will must be done on earth. There are no fears or 
foes that Jesus has not conquered for us. We have no 
fear, for it is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the 
kingdom,—not then, but now, the righteousness and 
peace and joy of it. Why should we look forward to 
what we may have now, to-day? We cannot bear too 
much of the joy and peace, but, as we can bear, he will 
give. I wonder if you and I, John, have all that he is 
willing to give us to-day ?” 

John did not speak, but as he passed his mother he 








laid his hand upon her shoulder very tenderly, 
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4. Oct. 22,—Simon, The Sorcerer...... Acts 8 : 9-25 
5. Oct. 29.—Philip and The Ethiopian.......--sseressees Acta 8 : 26-40 
6. Nov. 5.—Saul’s Conversion......... Acta 9: 1-18 
7. Nov.12.—Saul’s Early Ministry Acts 9 : 19-80 
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12. Dec. 17.—Peter’s Release. becepepee -Acts 12: 1-17 
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LESSON 3, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1876. 
Title: STEPHEN'S MARTYRDOM. 


GOLDEN TEXT: CHRIST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED IN 
MY BODY, WHETHER IT BE BY LIFE OR BY DEATH.— 
Phil 1: 20 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, October 9: Acts 7: 51-60, The awful guilt of Israel. 
Tuesday, October 10: Isa 63: 7-14. The Spirit resisted. 
Wednesday. October 11: Isa 58:1-12, Christ rejected. 
Thureday. October 12: Heb. 11: 82-40. The prophets stoned, 
Priday, October 13; Matt 23:29 39, Woe vo Jrrusalem. 
Saturday, October 14: 1 Pet. 4; 12-19. Suffering for Christ. 
Sunday, October 15: Rey. 2:1-11. Faithful unto death, 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 7 : 51.60.) 


51. Ye stiffoecked, aud uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do 
always retist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye. 

52. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and 
they hav» slain them which shewed before of the coming of the 
Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrajers and murderers; 

58. Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and 
have not kept it. 

54. When they heard these things, they were cut to (he heart, and 
they gnashed on*him with their teeth. 

55. But he, being full of the Hcly Ghost, looked up steadfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God, 

56. And said, Behold, I see the hea¥ens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God. 

67, Tnen they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, 
and ran upon him with one accord, 

58 And cast Aim cut of the city, and stoned Am: and the w.t- 
nesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name 
was Saul, 

59. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. And when he had taid this, he fell 
asleep. 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


ya line of argument chosen by Stephen in defense of 
his teachings concerning the natura of the law and the 
service of the temple, was now completed ; nor is it ne- 
cessary to suppose that he was at this point interrupted 
He had shown by a masterly deduction from the facts of 
history, that the ceremonial law and the temple service 
as a part of it was designedlytemporary. He had pointed 
to better things to come, and had closed by showing from 
the language both of Solomon and Isaiah that a change 
such as he now vindicated had been foretold. Though it 
is not necessary to suppcse that the speaker was inter- 
rupted either by voice or gesture of impatience on the 
part of his audience, yet some such manifestation may 
have been made by some who perceived the drift and ten- 
dency of his remarksas bearing upon them. He now 
turns to direct invective, and charges directly upon his 
hearers the same guilty opposition to the will of God 
which their fathers had so often charged in the past, The 
personal application of his lengthened argument is fear- 
less, forceful, and searching. The accused becomes the 
accuser, and arraigns the Council at the bar of conscience 
andofGod. With thespirit ofan Old Testament prophet, 
he tells them, in language which they could not misun- 
derstand, that they are partaking of the crimes of their 
forefathers in resisting the Holy Ghost and in persecutin 

the servants of God. r 


THE LESSON, 

We are given, in this lesson, an account of the effect 
which his closing words had upon the Council and the 
mob; an account of their infuriated rage, and of the 


fearful death they madly inflicted upon the fearless and 
faithful martyr, 


Stephen ig the firat who suffered death for the causo of 


Ohrist; and-he heads the long list of those who in many 
lands and in every age have sealed their testimony to the 
truth as it isin Jesus with their blood, One of the first 
deacons, one who held a foremost place among his breth- 
ren, was the first who gloriously won the crown of mar- 
tyrdom. 

The awful guilt of the Jews, and of the Council, who, 
if they did not order, certainly took no steps to prevent, 
the cruel deed, is seen in their resisting the Holy Ghost, 
rejecting Obrist, and stoning his witness. 


1. RESISTING THE HOLY GHOST (51). 


Much of the address of Stephen must have commended 
itself to the approval of his hearers. He had spcken 
with all due respect of Abraham and Moses and David, 
of the dealings of God, the giving of the law, and the or- 
dinancesof worship. Tthey could not question the unpleas- 
ant facts as to the frequent apcstasies and rebellions of 
their ancestors in former days. Bat when he charges 
home upon themselves the same guilt, and accuses them 
of pride, stubbornness, and wilfal rejection of the truth, 
of estrangement from God, neglect of his commandments, 
and of resistance to his Holy Spirit, they are roused and 
indignant. When he further goes on to intimate that as 
their fathers persecuted the prophets who foretold the 
coming of the Messiah, and as they kept not the law 
which they had received from God by the ministration 
of angels,—as was generally believed by the Jews (Psa 68: 
17; Gal. 8: 19; and Heb. 2: 2),—so they, in a similar 
spirit of malignant hostility, had betrayed and murdered 
the Just One when he came, This was their crowning 
guilt,—the dark and damning crime which the apostles 
failed not fearlessly to charge home upon the Council as 
the guilty perpetrators. The bargain with Judas, and the 
intrigues to obtain an unjust sentence of condemnation 
from Pilate, were all the work of the very men whom 
Stephen now so boldly and truthfully addressed. . 

The personality of the Holy Ghost is here and else- 
where in this lesson clearly taught, and that to resist 
him is a fearful sin. They resist the Holy Ghost who 
refuse to receive his testimony, or to yield to his striv- 
ings and operations on their hearts, through the word, 
ordinances, or providences, They grieve the Spirit, who, 
after they have been led by him to believe on Christ, do 
those things which are contrary to his teachings and 
mind, They quench the Spirit, who, by questioning the 
reality of his work, or by imputirg it to other causes, 
cause his work to cease in the hearts of others, Sin- 
ners resist the Spirit; believers may grieve the Spirit; 
and both may quench his operations. (Eph. 4: 30; 
1 Thess. 5: 19 : 20 21; Isa. 63: 10), 


ll. REJECTING CHRIST (52, 53), 


The Jews, as a people, were in the habit of disregard- 
ing and maltreating their prophets ; hence the sweeping 
charge here made against them, not that all the prophets 
were persecuted and slain, but that the spirit of the na- 
tion was one of general disobedience and hostility to God 
and his servants (2 Chron, 36: 16; Matt. 23 : 34 37). 

Treachery and murder are two of the blackest crimes 
in the category of human guilt, and both are charged by 
Stephen against his judges and their coadjutors. By 
employing the services of Judas, and rewarding him, 
they were literally betrayers ; and by hasti!y, and on in- 
adequate evidence, condemning Jesus, by falsely accus- 
ing him before the Roman governor, and by exciting the 
mob to demand his death, they were really murderers. 
Their guilt was more heinous and aggravated than that 
of any preceding generation, because those only mur- 
mured sgainst Moses and stoned the prophets, whereas 
they had betrayed and murdered the Just One, the prom- 
ised and expected Messiah. In the same way, Peter, on 
the day of Pentecost and in the presence of the San- 
hedrim, charged upon them thedeath of Christ. Hesays, 
that “him ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain;”’ and again, “whom ye slew and 
hanged on a tree” (Acts 2: 23; 5: 30) ; and in their 
treatment of the law, the Jews as a nation ‘had 
betrayed the highest trust, and proved themselves un- 
worthy of the greatest honor ever granted toa people.” 
To them had been given the oracles and the covenant 
and the promises ; and these had been given to them also 
with special solemnity and unparalleled grandeur of cir- 
cumstance, and by supernatural agency. Yet they had 
been unfaithful to the sacred trust, and recreant to their 
duty. 

This allusion, in the close of the speech, to the awfally 
grand transaction from which Israel dated their national 
existence, is both impressive and sublime. If, before the 
good man commenced his speech, his face shone as that 
of an ange), what must have been its majestic aspect 
at its close, as he calmly gazed into the glory of the 





opened heavens? 





Il, STONING HIS WITNESS (54-60). ; 

The murder of Stephen is one of the most atrocious 
deeds of lawless violence and fanatical ferocity ever re- 
corded. The act was that of an insensate and infuriate 
mob. There is no intimation given of any formal vote, 
judicial sentence, or legal execution. The horrible 
scene is vividly portrayed. The persons introduced are 
the court, and the multitude of spectators who looked 
on approvingly, the martyr and his Lord, and the mur- 
derous executioners, and the young man who held their 
clothes. 

1, The martyr, His testimony is finished, and he feels 
that his end is near. He looks around him with a feel- 
ing of indignation mingled with pity, sees the surgings 
of the angry passions and the hasty preparations of the 
maddened crowd. He hears the wild yell of tumultuous 
excitement which forbodes the issue, observes the fero- 
cious executioners lay aside their upper robes and seize 
the stones, and, it may be, casts a look of strange power 
upon the young man who occupies such a place of promi- 
nence among his persecutors, and of whom the world 
and the church are soon to hear so much. Then, aided 
by the Spirit, looking upward, whether into the open sky 
or not we cannot tell, but gazing steadfastly, he hasa 
vision of the glory of God, and sees Jesus standing on 
his right hand, as if ready to receive him. His whole 
zoul overcome with the beatific vision, all other things 
for the time forgotten, in an ecstasy of joy he exclaims, 
“Lo, the heavens are opened to my view, and I see the 
Son of man, the Messiah, occupying the highest place of 
dignity and honor!” While they, unwilling to hear such 
testimony as this, rush upon him at once, and stone him, 


but now exalted Lord, says, “‘ Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit,” and then with a Christ-like spirit pleads for his 
ignorant and infatuated murderers: “ Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.” “Mark,” then, ‘‘the perfect man, and 
behold the upright ; for the end of that man is peace,” 

2. The Lord Jesus appears as the Son of man,—a title 
frequently employed by himself, but rarely by the sacred 
writers when speaking of Jesus. Oaly in this place, in 
the first chapter of Revelation, and in Daniel, he is seen 
standing ‘at the right hand of God ; sixteen times is Jesus 
said to be on the right hand of God, here only is he 
said to bestanding. Stephen addresses him as Lord, and 
commits his spirit into his hands. Stephen was the first 
who saw Jesus after his ascension, afterward Paul saw 
him, and subsequently John. These are proofs that he 
has really ascended, and that he is that same Jesus still. 

3. The murderers, Greatly incensed and exasperated, 

fall of hatred, spite and malice, they rush upon him like 
a pack of ravenous wild beasts ready to devour, hustle 
him out of the city, probably pelting him as they go, and 
then hurling stones in great numbers and with great 
force, until they silence his voice of pleading prayer, 
and the martyr wins his crown, on his knees, calling on 
God. 
4, The young man. Saul of Tarsus,—probably over 
thirty, a man of great force of character, of extensive 
erudition and deep convictions. His name is probably 
mentioned here because of its prominence in the records 
of the church hereafter, first as a persecutor and a blas- 
phemer, and afterwards as an apostle and preacher. It 
is probable what he saw and heard that day was never 
forgotten by him. Violent as was the death of Stephen, 
it is said he “ fell asleep,”—a term used by our Saviour to 
denote the death of his friend Lazarus, 


REMARKS, 
(a) Resist not the Spirit. 
(5.) Receive the Lord Jesus Ohrist, 
(c.) Baar earnest witness for him. 
(d.) Take no part with those who revile Christians. 
(e.) Look to Jesus in times of trial, and in death. 
(f.) Pray for your enemies, 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


a> for the title of the lesson. If it is not known, let 
the children repeat it several times. Every primary- 
class teacher should have some method of giving out the 
lesson which is a week in advance ; and for this purpose 
primary lesson papers of some kind ought to be dis- 
tributed. There are several publications of this kind; 
and any of them would be an assistance, even though 
the children may not commit to memory more than the 
name of the lesson and the golden text, for they may by 
home readings or conversations become somewhat familiar 
with the subject. 

Explain martyrdom as that which means being put to 
death for the truth. What, then, is meant by being a 





martyr? One who is put to death for declaring the 


he calmly, following the example of his once suffering 
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truth. A Christian martyr is one who is put to death 
for declaring the truth about Jesus Christ. 

What do we know about Stephen? Why were the 
Jews angry with him? What did they charge him 
of doing? What court tried him? Who was jadge in 
that court? What defense did Stephen make? Tell 
about some of the old fathers of whom he talked. Who 
did he say appeared to Abraham? Who watched over 
and cared for the Jews in all those years? Had they 
ever forgotten God? Did they obey him? Stephen 
told them plainly all that the Jews had done. He said 
that they had persecuted the prophets who foretold of a 
Jesus tocome. What is meant by foretelling anythirg? 
Can you tell what will happen in five hundred years 
from this time? Oould the wisest man who ever lived ? 
Bat Moses and Isaiah and Daniel, and many others, told, 
hundreds of years before, of the coming of Ohrist. How 
could they? God gave them his spirit to show them 
what was coming to pass. Yet, though these men were 
taught by God, the Jews treated them badly. Some were 
mocked and despised; some were slain with the sword ; 
some were imprisoned; and some wandered in deserts, 
in caves and dens of the wild beasts. Stephen reminded 
those about him of all this when he asked, “ Which of 
the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?” Then 
he openly called them the betrayers and murderers of 
Christ. Oh, how angry they were then! Why were 
they so angry? Bzcause what he said was true. They 
were “cut to the heart,” and they seized hold of him, 
fairly gnashing their teeth in rage. Was Stephen fright- 
ened by their fury? He was suffering for Ohrist’s sake, 
jast as Jesus had said his followers would have to suffer, 
Would Jesus forsake him now? What did Jesus promise 
he would send to his disciples after he was taken away 
from them? Stephen was filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and Jesus was present to him, for he looked up and saw 
heaven opened, and Jesus himself, the one who had been 
crucified by those same Jews. Stephen saw Jesus stand- 
ing on the right hand of God. 

Those who were so angry did not want to hear any 
more of Stephen’s words. They stopped their ears that 
they might not hear more ; they did not want to see his 
radiant face as he looked up to heaven; and they all 
rushed upon him, hurried him out of the city, and stoned 
him. Who was to be the jadge at his trial? They did 
not wait for any sentence, or even any regular order from 
the court. Stoning to death was the way they punished 
those sentenced to die; but Stephen had not been 
sentenced, nor did they wait for that. As soon as they 
got him outside of the city, they picked up stones and 
threw at him, The witnesses were so eager that they 
took off some of their clothes, so that they could run 
more swiftly and throw with more violence. Their 
clothes they handed to a young man named Saul to hold 
for them while he looked on. 

We know what Stephen saw. What was it? Stephen 
and John, the beloved disciple, were the only ones whom 
Jesus permitted to look, while yet on earth, into heaven, 
and see him upon his throne. We know, also, what 
Stephen said In the few minutes before he died, he 
spoke twice. You must never forget Stephen’s two 
prayers. We have many prayers given usin the Bible, 
a few of which are dying prayers. Can you remember 
any prayers spoken by those about to die? Stephen, 
wounded, bleeding, =: ‘faring, happy, spoke only a little, 
and it meant so much! He knew that Jesus, the Son of 
God, was King of heaven; that he was on the throne 
with God his father. He, S:ephen, saw him ; his heart 
believed ; he had but an instant to pray; stones were 
bsing hurled quick and fast. His prayer was to Jesus: 
“ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit” (the word God in the 
verse is not in the original). Let the prayer be repeated 
until known; for it is a good prayer for every little child, 
and every one with a trustful, child-like spirit, to say 
every night when almost asleep. 

Who keeps your spirit safe all through the dark night 
while you are unconscious? Stephen’s prayer is a good 
one for you when trouble comes and danger threatens. 
Your spirit is God’s, for he made it. Who else could 
keep itin safety? Long ago, when David was in trouble, 
he said, “In thee,O Lord, do I put my trust;” “into 
thine hand I commit my spirit.” How many, who in 
their life-time forget Jesus, or do not own him to be one 
with God, when sickness or sorrow comes, would be 
glad to feel sure he would hear them in a dying hour in 
this same prayer which Stephen prayed ! 

Stephen’s other prayer was stronger still, If you were 
abused by cruel people, would you not feel angry with 
them? Stephen was suffering for Christ’s sake; and the 
people were angry because he had told them all the truth 
about themselves and about God, Does it not seem as if 
God must be angry with those who had killed his Son 





and now killed Christ’s servants? Stephen kaew that, 
and he atked with dying breath that God would forgive 
them: “Lord, lay not this sin to theircharge.” Did you 
ever hear of another prayer like that? Waoat were 
Jesus’ words when he prayed for just such a crowd as 
that? After these two prayers, Stephen spoke no more. 
The story tells us how he prayed for them peacefully» 
and fell asleep on the ground, though stones were thrown 
on him, against him, and around him. 

Can death be anything so dreadful as it seems to some, 
if, in the midst of such terrors as Stephen’s death, it could 
be called falling asleep? What did Jesus call it when 
the ruler’s daughter was dead: ‘She is not dead, but” 
...? He said Lazarus was asleep, and he wakened 
him from thegrave. So at his voice shall all those awake 
who sleep in Jesus. 

What is the name of the lesson? Stephen was the first 
Christian martyr, In a lesson long ago, we learned what 
it is to be a Christian, A Christian could say what Paul 
does in our golden text. Have it recited. Paul said, 
“For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.” Was it not so 
with Stephen? It ought to be with every Obristian, Lot 
us think over and see what and how a Caristian is, and 
see how Stephen was one in life and death: Pat on 
board— 

A CHRISTIAN, 


LIKE 
ONE WHO IS an, [je 
Forever to be with 

By questioning, let the children themselves prove that 
Stephen was /ike Christ in life, work, forgiveness, prayer, 
suffsring, and death, Jn Carist;—the text, “ Abide in 
me and I in you,” is proved by Jesus, appearing to S:e- 
phen. or Christ;—by his enduring persecution and 
death. 

What is Stephen called? What isa martyr? Did he 
not die for Christ? Tell of hisreward. His name, Ste- 
phen, meaus a crown, What sort of crown was put upon 
Jesus when he died? Stephen was crowned with suffer- 
ingtoo. There are precious promises to those who suffsr 
for Christ. Jesus, when on earth, told his disciples that 
they might expoct suffering and persecution here; for he 
knew how each would die,—some in prison, some by the 
sword, some as Stephen did, but he said, “‘ Great is your 
reward in heaven.” There is promised “a crown of life 
to him that overcometh.” 

In John’s writings, where he writes of all that is in 
heaven, he tells us that he saw those that had been slain 
for Christ’ssake. They were clothed in white robes; and 
he says, “ These are they which came out of great tribu- 
lation, and have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple, and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them.” Who sits on the throne with God the 
father? “For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and God shall wips away all tears 
from their eyes.”’ There are no tears in heaven, I: 
means all cause for tears and sorrow God shall take 
away. Don’t you feel sure Stephen will be forever with 
Christ? 





PRACTICAL THOUGHTS FROM THIS 
LESSON. 


|BY THE EDITOR. | 


HERE are teachings in this lesson for me and for my 
scholars, Let me consider the truths which have a 
bearing on our personal every-day life, 

Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost. It was not that the 
Jews deliberately refased to heed those whom they knew 
to be God’s messengers, but that they turned their hearts 
and ears away from the prophets who proclaimed un- 
palatable truths to them. We would shrink from the 
thought of resisting the Holy Ghost; but do we never 
feel like closing our ears to a preacher who insists that 
God demands the entire consecration to him of ourselves, 
our strength, our talents, our property? Every time we 
turn away from acallof God to give Ohrist the firat 
place in our hearts, and to prove this in our daily lives, 
—to make some new sacrifice for our Saviour, to exercise 
some new self-denial for his sake, to abandon some cher- 
ished indulgence which tends to our harm or to the in- 
jury of others,—we also resist the Holy Ghost. 

As your fathers did, so do ye. It is very easy to see the 
sins of our ancestors, Everybody will admit that there 
was bigotry and uncharitableness on all sides a few gene- 
rations ago. Even a child is ready to point to the flaws 
in the lives of the Bible patriarchs. And the most care- 
less of us fairly wonder that the children of Israel could 
have been so wayward, so unreasonable, so disobedient. 
But we are not prompt to admit that the same spirit is 
in us as was in those whom we thus condemn, only it 





shows itself in diffsrent modes of speech and action. Do 
you really think that you are more upright in heart than 
Abraham, Jic»b, Aaron, David? D>» you feel that no 
spirit of medieval intolerance isin your heart? I: is 
well for you and for me to see how much there is of evil 
in us, by considering that all the evil which we note in 
our fathers is manifested, in one form or another, in our- 
selves. And those of us who are fathers ovght to con- 
sider that as we do, so our children are likely to do. Am 
I really a safe pattern for those who are to follow me? 

Of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers, 
Judas, who betrayed Jesus, was not of Stephen’s hear- 
era; nor were the Roman soldiers who crucified the Son 
of man; but Stephen charged the double crime on all 
who had rejected Jesus as the Messiah. The charge still 
comes home to those who refase to submit themselves 
to the one Saviour. He stands before us. We hear 
the call: “Behold your King.” Unless we acknowledge 
him as our Sovereign, we are sharers with those who cried, 
“* Away with him. Away with him. Orucify him.” 

Who have received the law . . . and have not kept it. It 
was not because the Jows lacked a kaowledgs of their 
daty, that they failed in it. When the law was plain to 
them they disobeyed it. Herain we are like the Jews, 
Whoever else is in ignorance of the right way, we are 
not. We kaow our duty well enough. It is our failure 
to do as well as we know how, which is our greatest 
shame, Other people may be to blame for not knowing 
their duty. We “have received the law, and have not 
kept it.” 

They gnashed on him with their teeth. Nothing makes 
men so bitter as the truth, when the trath cats their 
hearts. Men hate those who convict them of guilt, Am 
I angry toward any one who knows of my sias, or who 
has made me feel that my course has been evil? If I am 
goashing my teeth against any one, I am probably in 
the wrong, and hein the right. It is when God’s truth 
cuts me to the heart that I writhe under its rebukes, 

But he . . . looked up steadfastly into heaven, If Stephen 
had looked into the faces of his enemies he might have 
faltered. Looking up to heaven, he saw nothing to in- 
timidate or to dishearten him, It was when Peter looked 
away from Jesus, and “saw the wind boisterous,” that 
“he was afraid” and began to sink, When his eyes 
were on his Lord he had courage. In all our earthly 
course our safety isin “looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith.’ When I am beset with ene- 
mies before and behind, “I will lift up mine eyes unto 
the hills, from whence cometh my help.” 

I see the heavens opened, Heaven is always within sight 
of the eye of faith. It is not a great way off to any be- 
liever. Jesus is watching over his disciples in a1] their 
needs, When they are in trial for his sake, he shows 
himself anew to them. The clearest view we can have 
of him as our Saviour is in our greatest extremity. I 
will, then, welcome trial and need, since they bring me 
opportunities of seeing an open heaven and a waiting 
Saviour. 

They stoned Stephen. . . . saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit, Stephen was as ‘ready to die as he was to live. 
When his work here was done, he could in confidence 
commit his spirit to his Saviour. The man who is not 
fitted to die is not fitted to live. He who is not ready to 
yield his life at the post of daty is not worth much at the 
post of duty at any time. Lot us, therefore, commit our- 
selves unto the Lord, living or dying, feeling that 
“ whether we live we live unto the Lord,” or “ whether 
we die we die unto the Lord,” 

He... cried... Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
It was right for Stephen to pray for his murderers 
rather than for himself. They had need of his prayers. 
He was in no such need, He was ready for life or for 
death. They were fitted for, neither. His sins were 
blotted out, Theirs were accumulating. His cry was for 
those whose terrible condition he realized. When we 
realize the peril of the sinner we shall pray for thesinner, 
Oar godless enemies have more need of our prayers than 
have our Christian friends. Not for the loved ones of 
our hearts who are trustfal in Jesus, but rather for those 
who are fall of sin, and who are in some new sin rush- 
ing to their own destruction, should’ our earnest cry go 
up to the Saviour of sinners, “ Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge.” 





BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


CTS7: 51. Stif-necked . , . And the Lord said unto Moses, I 
have seea this people, and, behold, it is a st.ff-necked people, 
Ex. 32:9... Thouarta stiff-necked people, Deut 9:6... Now 


be ye not stiff-necked, as your /athers were, but yield yourselves unto 
the Lord, 2 Chron. 30:8 .. . I knew that thou art obstinate, and 
thy néck is an iron sinew, and thy biow brass, Isa. 48: 4, 
Uncircumcised in heart . . . If then their uncircumcised hearts be 
humbled . . . then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, Ley. 
26: 41,42. . , Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, ang 
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be no more stiff-necked, Deut, 10:16 . . . Circumcise yourselves to 
the Lord, and take away the foreskins of your heart, Jer.4:4.. , 
Behold, their ear is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken, Jer. 6: 
10... All the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart, Jer, 
9:26... He isa Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 
t hat of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is 

not of men, but of God, Rom. 2:29... For we are the circum- 
cision, which worehip God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh, Phil. 8: 8. 

Ye do clwayze resist . . . Yet many years didst thou forbear them, 
and testifiedst against them by thy spirit in thy prephets; yet would 
they not give ear, Neh.9:30 . . . But they rebelled, and vexed his 
Holy Spirit, Isa. 63:10 . . . And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God» 
Eph. 4: 30. 

As your fathers did , . . The patriarchs, moved with envy, sold 
Joseph into Egypt, Acts7:9 .. . This Mcses, whom they refused, 
saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send 
to be a ruler and a deliverer, Acts 7:35 .. . Wherefore ye be wit 
nesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed 


the prophets, Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers, Matt 
28 : 81, 32. 
Vv. 62. Which of the prophets . . . And the Lord said unto 


Samuel, Hearken unte the volee of the people in all that 
they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they 
have rejected me, that I should not reign over them, 
1 Sam.8:7... The children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant 
thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword’ 
1 Kings19:10... Hetent prophets to them to bring them again unto 
the Lord; and they testified against them: but they would not give 
ear, 2 Chron. 24:19 . . . 80 persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you, Matt,5: 12... And the husbandmen took his 
servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another, 
Matt. 21: 35. 

Just One... Ye denied the Holy One and the Just, Ac's3:14 

. The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest 
know his will, and see that Just One, Acts 22:14, . . Behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee; he is just, and having salvation, Zech. 9: 9 
... If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, 1 John 2:1... . These things saith he that is 
holy, he that is true, Rev. 3: 7. 

V. 63. Have received the law . . . My doctrine shall drop as the 
rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass, Deut. 32:2... 
The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels ; 
the Lord is smong them asin Sinai, in the holy place, Psa, 68:17... 
It [the law] was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator, Gal, 
8:19... For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast... 
How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? Heb. 2: 2, 3, 

Have not kept it . . . Notwithstanding, the children rebelled 
against me: they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judg- 
ments to do them, Ezek. 20:21 . . . Did not Moses give you the law, 
and yet none of you keepeth the law? John 7:19. . . Neither they 
themselves who are circumcired keep the law, Gal. 6: 13 

Vv. 64. Gnashedon him .. . He gnasheth upon me with his teeth ; 
mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me, Job. 16:9 . . . With 
hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their 
teeth, Psa. 35: 16 . . . But the children of the kingdom shall be 
Cast out into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth, Matt. 8:12, 

V. 66. Looked up ... And while they looked up steadfastly, to- 
ward heaven, as he went up, behold, ‘wo men stood by them in 
white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? Acts1;10,11 . . . After thisI looked, and 
behold, a door was opened in heaven, Rev. 4: 1. 


Saw the glory of God . . . I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, Jt 


high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple, Isa.6:1 . 
Then the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub, and stood over 
the threshold of the house, Ezek. 10:4... These things said Esa- 
jas, when he saw his glory, and spake of him, John 12:41... For 
God, who commanded the Nght to shine out of darkness, hath shined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ, 2 Cor. 4: 6. 

Jesus standing . . . For he shall stand at the right hand of the 
poor, t> save h'm from those that condemn hissoul, Psa.109:81 . . . 
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I 
make thine enemies thy footstool, Psa. 110:1 . . . When he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, Heb.1:3 . . . We have such an high-priest, who is set on 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, Heb. 8:1. 

V. 66. The neavens opened . . . The heavens were opened unto 
him, Mait.8:16 . . . He saw the heavens opaned, Mark 1:10... 
And the temple of God was opened in heaven, Rey. 11:19 . . . And 
I saw heaven opened, Rev. 19: 11. 

Son of man . . . I saw in the night visions, and, beho!d, one like 
the 8on of man came with the clouds of heaven, Dan.7:18 .. . 
The Son of man shall. come in the glory of his Father, with his 
angels, Matt. 16:27 . . . When the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he ait upen the 
throne of his glory, Matt.25:81 ... The Father . . . hath given 
him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of 
man, John 5: 26, 27. 

V. 67, Stopped their ears . . . They are like the deaf adder that 
stoppeth her ear, Pea. 58:4 . . . Whosostoppeth his ears at the cry 
of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard, Proy. 
21:18 . . . But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their ears, that they shou'd not hear, Zech. 
7:11, 

Vv. 58. Custhim ow... All the congregation shall stone him 
with stones without the camp, Num. 15:85 . . . Then they carried 
him forth ‘out of the ciiy, and stoned him with stones, that he died, 
1 Kings 21:18 . . . And all they in the synagogue. when they heard 
these things, were filled with wrath, and rose up, and thrust him out 
of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city 
was built, that they might cast him down headlong, Luke 4: 28, 29. 

The witnesses . . . The hands of the witnesses shall be first upon 
him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people, 
Deut. 17: 7. 

Vv. 69. Calling upon God . . . And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the ‘name of the Lord shall be delivered, 
Joel 2; 82 . . . Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved, Rom, 10: 18. 

Receive my spirit . . . Then shall the dust return to the earth as 
it was; and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it, Eccl. 12:7 
. . » Into thine hand I commit my spirit, Psa. 81:5. . . And when 
Jesus had or'ed with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit: and having said thus he gave up the ghost, 
Luke 28: 46, 

V. 60. Lay not this sin to their charge . . . Then said Jesus, Fath- 
er, forgive them: for they know not what they do, Luke 23; 84. 








He fell asleep . . . David, after he had served his own generation 
by the will of God, fell on sleep, Acts 13:36 . . . Some are fallen 
asleep, 1 Cor.15:6 . . . Now is Christ risen from the dead, and be- 
come the first-fruits of them that slept, 1 Cor. 15:20 . . . I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning themwhich are asleep, 
1 Thess. 4: 13, 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


OTS 7:51. His language now assumes an aggressive 

character, and, with all the fervor of a prophet, he 
accuses his hearers of grievous sins which they had com- 
mitted. The transition is sudden, but by no means un- 
natural, for even while the speaker repeated the history 
of former generations, his glance was fixed on his own 
age. There is, consequently, no reason for imaginin 
that any external cause, any interruption on the part o 
the eodlenes, such as angry outcries, or threatening ges- 
tures, induced Stephen to adopt this severe style of ad- 
dress.—Lechler. 


Stiff-necked and uncircumcised —W hen the heart ia un- 
circumcised, the ears are in the same condition. When 
our penitent hearers experience the power of the word 
of God in their hearts, they are willing to lend an ear to 
our words. But when they repel the word from their 
hearts, they also stop their ears, like the hearers of 
Stephen.— Brandt, 


The sense is: They are men whose mind and under- 
standing are as rude as those of pagans,— Meyer, 


Ye do always resist —Ye perpetually resist the Holy 
spirit, i. ¢.. by rej acting the testimony of those who speak 
by the Holy Spirit ; which is regarded as tantamount to 
resisting the Holy Spirit himself. (See Matt. 10: 40.)— 
Bloomfield. 


V. 52. Which of the prophets, ete.—Prophets were there- 
fore sent of God, both that they might be setters forth of 
his msjesty, and chastisers of men’s wickedness. Bat 
the precepts of justice are unpleasant to the vicious and 
evil Hives. Therefore they, who were both accused of 
sin, and forbid to do it, put them to death, after they had 
most cruelly tormented them.—. jus. 


More or less, one time or other, they had a blow at 
them all.— Henry. 


The Just One —The Messiah. The — is one com- 
mon in rabbinical literature as a designation of the 
Messiah, and is probably thence borrowed by the New 
Testament. (See Acts 3: 14; 22:14; 1 Peter 3: 18; James 
5:6) It is an appropriate —— of the only One 
who is absolutely just, being without sin (1 Peter 2: 22, 
with 1 John 1: 8, and Rom, 3: 23).— Abbott, 


Betrayers and murderers —The betrayers—for this San- 
hedrim had been instigators of Jadas in his betrayal, 
(Matt. 26: 1416). Stephen here a his 
the bigh crimes of betraying and putting to death Jesus, 
and lays emphasis on the term now, as contrasted with 
former times; and ye, as contrasted with their fathers. 
Bat these had even murdered him, while their fathers 
had only murdered the prophets who predicted him. — 

lacobus. 


V. 53. Who have received the law.—The pagans, who 
have received the law taught by nature. are punished 
when they tranegress it (Rom. 1:20; 2:14, 15). Of 
how much sorer punishment are they worthy, who have 
received the law by the revelation of God, and, never- 
theless, trample it under their feet !|— Starke, 


Angels.—The Jews received the law as that which was 
to be regarded in the light that angelic ordinances would 
deserve to be regarded ; namely, with the highest rever- 
ence. God has the angels for his ministers. Hence, 
what is angelic is certainly also divine,— Benge, 


The law is said to have been ordained by angels (Gal. 
8:19 and Heb. 2: 2), it is called the word spoken by 
angels, and although the law was given a by 
one angel sustaining the name and person of » yet 
because this was done in a stately manner, many troops 
of angels having attended him as apparitors, the promul- 
gation of the law in Mount Siaa is rightly ascribed to 
angels.— Du Veil, 

Have not kept it —This closing word is desig2ed to shut 
up these idolizers of the law under the guilt of 
disobedience to it, aggravated by the august manner 
which they had received it.— Brown, 


V. 54. Gnashed on him.—They expressed themselves 
aa him with all the signs of rage and bitterness.— 

V. 55, Pull of the Holy Ghost—As the fury of his 
enemies increases, the 8 h of spirit in Stephen in- 
creases, as also every fruit of the Spirit.— Bengel, | 


Looked up steadfastly —To enjoy the reviving prospec’s 
ofa glorious eternity, it is necessary that we should with 
him “look up s tly into heaven,” that our affeo- 
tions and hopes, our whole heart, our whole treasure, 
should be there, And to sleep as he did, when this long 
night shall close our eyes, we must, as he did. commit 
our spirits into the hands of the Lord Jesus.— Stanhope. 


Into heaven.—Into heaven does not necessarily imply 
that he could see the sky from where he stood, but 
merely that he err ge towards it; all the rest was 
preternatural, ecstatic vision. As such, the process was, 
of course, inscrutable and indescribable,—A/exander. 


The glory of God.—Saw the shekinah, for in Jewish 
phraseology the glory and the shekinah are convertible 
terms.— Whedon, 


Jesus standing. —Ohrist is Me tony ny as standing, not, 
as Ohrysostom, that he may w his attitude of help 
to the martyr, for he does not interfere for Stephen’s 





deliveranes; rather to reeeive him. May it not be re- 
garded as a mark of special honor that the Lord receives 
the ficst martyr standing ?—Abdoit, 


Stephen, under accusation ef blaspheming the earthly 
—s is granted a sight of the heavenly temple; being 
cited before the Sadducaic high-priest, who believed 
neither nor spirit, he is vouchsafed a vision of the 
heavenly h-Priest, standing and ministering at the 
aioe’ amidst the angels and just men made perfect.— 

ora, . 


In more than earthly splendor there appeared to him 
a form of divine majesty ; he beheld Christ (whose glori- 
ous e was probably present to him from actual early 
recollection) glorified and enthroned at the right hand of 
God. Already in spirit raised to heaven, he testified 
with fall confidenca of what he beheld.— Neander, 


V. 56. I see the Son of man —This is the only time that 
our Lord is by human lips called the Son of man after his 
ascension (Rav. 1:18; 14:14 are not instances). And 
why here? Stephen full of the Holy Ghost, speaking 
not now of himself at all (v. 55), bat entirely by the 
mom led to repeat the very words in which Jesus 

f, before this same council, had foretold his glorifi- 
cation (Matt, 26 : 64)—Brown, 


V. 57. They oried out.—So as that they should not hear 
Stephen. Tne transition is easily made from words, 
threats, stripes, and imprisonment, to murder.— Benge. 


Ran upon hin —Ran upon him is in Greek still 
stronger, the verb originally meaning to rouse, urge, 
drive, and then as an intraasitive, to rush, which last is 
the most exact equivalent in this place.—Alzander, 


V.58 Cast him out.—Probably, because no min was 
to be put to “eath within the city; so Jesus was taken 
= of the city to be crucified. (Sse 1 Kings 21: 13.)— 

earce. 


Laid down their clothes,—Patting off their loose gar- 
ments ia order that they might perform the arduous 


task of hurling the huge stones, as prescribed for blas- 
phemy.— Whedon. 


Saul.—How thrilling is this our first introduction to one 


#2 whom Ohristianity . .. owes more, perhaps, than to all 
the other apostles together! Here he is, having, perhaps, 
already a seat in the Sanhedrim, some years of 


age, in the thick of this tumultuous murder of a dis- 
tinguished witness for Christ, not only “ consenting uato 
his death ” (chap. 8: 1), but doing his own part of the 
dark deed.— Brown, 


V. 59. Lord Jesus.—Tais is so express an act of wor- 
ship addressed to Obrist by St. Stephen, that it can 
neither be denied nor evaded by any, bat such bi in 
aay as stopped their ears and stoned St. Stephen.— 

ales, 


a with | 


Here we find St. Stephen, “ fall of the Holy Ghost,” 
po aes Pg. ogy upon Ohbrist, now in heaven, to re- 
ceive spirit, and thereby testifying, not only that 
religious worship was due to him, bat also, that he 


eould hear his prayer, and recsive his spirit.— Whitby. 


V. 60. He fell asleep.—So soft a pillow is death to a 
good man, so willingly, so quietly, does he leave the 
world, as a weary lab rer goes to bed at night.— Cave. 





ILLUSTRATIONS, 


MARTYR’S ANSWER,—There is a record of a 

Christian schoolmaster, who, in the persecutions in 
the Netherlands, was brought to the rack. He was ap- 
psaled to, by the love he held for his wife, his children 
and his own life, to renounce his views. His answer: 
was: “Were the earth a globe of gold, and the stars all 
pearls, and they my own, I would give them all to have 
my wife and children with ms, though I must live on 
bread and water and in bondage ; yet neither for life, nor 
children, nor wife, nor earth, nor stars, can I renounce 
Jesus, my redeem er.” 

Dyine ror THE Truta.—At Milwaukee, Wis., stands 

a beautiful monument over the remains of a little Ger- 
man boy, named Iverson, who suffered a violent death, 
a few years ago, because he would not consent to tell a 
lie. The Sunday-school children of the land contributed 
the money for the monument, so expressing their admi- 
ration for one of their own number, who died for the 
truth. 


Dyine on Own’s KnxEs.—U oder this heading a writer 
in The Christian Press lately recalled these interesting 
facta. Alexander Oruden, well known as the author of 
that invaluable help to Bible study, the Ooncordance, 
was very poor. What little profit came from his book 
he gave away. When about seventy years of age, he was 
found at his humble lodgings, kneeling by his chair, his 
Bible open before him, his face calm and peacefal, but 
his spirit gone to God. David Livingstone, the great 
explorer, when very ill of his last sickness, was left for a 
little time alone in his tent, Upon the return of his men 
he was found upon his knees, They paused a moment, 
but he moved not; then they entered, and touched him, 
but he was dead, A medical student in New York was 
recently missing at the breakfast-table. He was sought 
in his room, and was found, the bed undisturbed, but he 
kneeling at its side cold in death, 





September 30, 1876.] 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





631 








Last Worps or tHE GopLy.—From the many pre- 
cious fiaal utterances of God’s dying servants, the fol- 
lowing are specially noteworthy, in addition to the last 
words of Stephen. Ignatias, who died a martyr, said : 
“T would rather die for Jesus Christ, than rule to the 
utmost ends of the earth.” Polycarp, who also was a 
martyr, said: ‘I bless thee, O Lord, that thou hast 
thought me worthy to have part in the number of thy 
martyrs, in the cup of thy Ohrist. For this and for all 
things, I praise thee, I bless thee, I glorify thee.” Mar- 
tin Luther’s last words were: ‘‘O my Heavenly Father, 
thou hast revealed to me thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
I have preached him, I have confessed him, I love him, 
and I worship him, as my dearest Saviour and Redeemer, 
Into thy hands I commit my spirit; God of truth, thou 
hast redeemed me.” 


BLACKBOARD. 
BY THE REV. J, B, ATCHINSON. 


EARLESS CHARGE. 


7 rj RANTIC MOB. 
THE ea ae 


PAITH 


AITS TO 
ELCOME HIs 
ILLING 


BEYS THE WORD. 
PENS THE HEAVENS. 
VERCOMES ALL FOES. 
BrAINS THE REWARD 


WITNE3SE3. 





BY THE REV. J C W. COXE. 
ERDICT OF TRUTH. 
ISION OF GLORY 

THE IOLENCE OF THE MOB, 
OICE OF PRAYER. 


ROTAL ATTACK. 


OLD CHARGE. 
THE EAUTIFUL VISION. 
LESSED SLEEP. 


STONING. 
[H. B Hackett, D.D., LL.D., in Smith’s Bib’e Dictionary.) 


UNISHMENTS in themselves are twofold, capital 
and secondary. 

Of the former kind, the followinz only are prescribed 
by the law. (1.) Stoning. which was .ie ordinary mode 
of execution (Ex 17: 4; Luke 20:6; John 10: 31; Acts 
14:5). We find it ordered in the cases which are marked 
in the lists above as punishable with death, and we may 
remark farther, that it is ordered also in the case of an 
offending animal (Ex. 21: 29, and 19: 18). The false 
witness also, in a capital case, would by the law of re- 
taliation become liable to death (Daut. 19: 19; Maccoth, 
1:1,6). In the case of idolatry, and it may be presumed 
in other cases also, the witnesses, of whom there were to 
be at least two, were required to cast the first stone (Dent. 
13:9;17:7; John 8:7; Acts 7: 58), The rabbinical 
writers add, that the first stone was cast by one of them 
on the chest of the convict. and if this failed to cause 
death, the bystanders proc ceded to complete the sentence 
(Sanhedr. 6.1, 3 4; God )n, Mosesand Aaron, p. 121 ) 
The body was then to bes *peaded ill sunset (Deut. 21: 
23; Josh. 10: 26; Joseph. Ant. 4 8, 224), and not buried 
in the family grave (Sanhedr. 6.5). 





THE DEATH SCENE. 
[From The Footsteps of St. Paul. By Dr. MacDuff.] 


f hg whole assembly are roused into fury. Like wild 
beasts springing upon their prey, “they gnashed 
upon him with their teeth.” As their rage, however, in- 
creases, 80 also does his calm composure ; a holier bright- 
ness gathers over his countenance, We cannot wonder 
at it; for weare told that then “he looked up into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the rignt hand of God.” He looked far above the crue! 
assembly gathered in the earthly Jerusalem. He was 
gaziog upon “ the general assembly and church of the 
first-born in heaven.” The veil of the skies had been 
drawn aside. He saw holy angels smiling upon him; and, 
better than all, that blessed Saviour he had probably last 
seen expiring in agony on the cross, “standing on the 
right hand ot God.” Asan early father says, “not 
* seated,’ but ‘ standing,’ as if he rose from his glorious 
throne to welcome his first apostle and martyr.” . . . 
Bat he can expect no mercy from the hands of men; 
they saw no such bright heavenly vision! The seventy- 
two are all against him. “ They cried with a loud voice, 
and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one ac- 
cord.” In that loud voice there mingled, doubtless, the 
shout of the young rabbi of Tarsus. If there was one 
event in his life more than another Saul afierwards 
bitterly wept over, surely it was that mad rush he made 
on an innocent and holy saint, and when he helped to 
urge him, unresisting, along, from the place of trial to 
the place of death, it was contrary to the Jewish law to 
commit murder inside the walls of the city; they must 
therefore for some moments repress their rage till 
are outside the sacred enclosure, They drag their victim 
through the gate, which still bears his name, and by 





which, in ages long after, the brave and victorious God- 
frey of Bouillon conducted his armies with loud accla- 
mations in entering Jerusalem. Soon they reach the 
scene of violence. fe is supposed to be a lonely spot low 
down in the valley of Jehoshaphat, not far off from where 
Stephen’s Saviour had suff far more terrible agonies 
in the garden of Gethsemane. The brook Kedron is 
murmuring in his ear. He could not fail to remember 
that Jesus, too, listened to its sound in that darkest 
night the world ever saw. What a “ mixed multitude” 
we may imagine are present! There are the idle mob 
from the city, who are ever hanging on, ready to take 
part in any tumult, and to be witnesses of savage deeds. 
There are priests and scribes, by their words and gestures 
stirring up the passions of the rabble, and hurrying them to 
execute with ali speed the actofcruelty, While, lurking in 
the crowd, afraid to uttera word which might bring 
down on themselves similar vengeance, are the trembling 
disciples of the same Master whore cross Stephen so meekly 
bears. Who is to begin the bloody work? A number 
of stones lying in tne channel of the Kedron, or that 
have fallen from the rocky ridges of Jehoshaphat, are 
the weapons of death. Accordiuog to the Jewish law, it 
is the witnesses in the trial who must cast the first, 
and these seemed resolved to effect their purpose 
thoroughly; for their upper loose garments are cast 
aside, that their arms may be able to dash the stones 
with sufficient force. There is one close by who is 
ready enough to assist. They lay down their coats at 
his feet to take ofthem. It isa young man, de- 
scribed by early writers as being ‘‘short in stature, of a 
fair complexion, and with expressive eyes.” His name 
is Saui/ The dreadful tragedy is soon over,—stone 
after stone is hurled upon that bruised and tortured 
body. The green turf is dyed with the first martyr’s 
blood. Bat he utters not one revengeful word,—a new 


spirit has been introduced into the world. Like the] in the 


Lord before him, he prays with his dying lips for his 
murderers, and then “‘ falis asleep.” 


With such a friend and witness near, 
No form of death could make him fear; 
Calm amid showers of stones he kneels, 
And only for his murderers feels ! 


That prayer was heard for one at least of those who 
were in thatcrowd. There is a cave or grotto still pointed 
out in the valley of Jehoshaphat, where it is said the 
murderers dragged the mangled body of the martyr 
when life was extinct... . 

The Bible tells us nothing as to how Saul himself must 
have really felt at Stephen’s death. I doubt not, though 
he concealed it, there were other feelings that mingied 
with rage and bigotry, as the dead body lay at his feet, and 
he heard the sound of the ‘ sore lamentation” made by 
sorrowing friends over their “‘ loved and lost” one, He 
must have thought to himself,—Oan all that peace and 
calmness and prayer and forgiveness and love have 
been that of a hypocrite? Meanwhile, however, we 
know that he did go away from the place a furious zealot 
as before. Perhaps he thought he saw in that tranqail 
death only the power of the evil one at work, or a natu- 
rally pure and holy mind, tempting him to desert the faith 
of his fathers for a miserable heresy. Taois would only 
give him the greater desire to extinguish it, and prevent 
others from failing into the same snare. But there were 
thoughts and impressions, notwithstanding, made on his 
heart, which he never could forget, and which he never 
did forget, when he came afterwards to follow in Ste- 
phen’s steps, and to pant for Siephen’s crown, 





BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS. 
{From The Early Years of Christianity. By E. De Pressense, D. D.} 


Sach is the apology of Stephen,—so simple, so noble; 
it contains, in an historic form, ideas the most fresh and 
sublime, and reveals an imporiant development of 
Obristian thought. And, strange to say, we owe this 
development to a man who is not an apostle, and who 
appears in this crisis superior to the Twelve. We have 
in this fact an irrefragable proof that nothing like a 
monopoly of revelation was evjoyed by the apostles. 

Fiercely interrupted by the rage of his hearers, Stephen 
is dragged out of the assembly. The fury of the Jews is 
so great that all the forms of jastice are set aside ; he is, 
in the wild commotion, stoned without a trial. 
death is truly sublime, His countenance beams with a 
heavenly light. It is the pure radiance of love. A 
vision of glory is granted him; he dies while breathing 
pardon on his murderers. His last prayer is addressed 
distinctly to Jesus Onrist, and by his fiaal homage he 
renders dying testimony to his divinity. It was fisting 
that this great truth should be thus proclaimed by the 
first of the martyrs —by the man who most fully compre- 
hended the superiority of the new covenant over the old; 
for Caristianity rises above Judaism just in proportion 
to the recognition of the divinity of Onrist. se 

There was great lamentation over Siephen. The pious 
men who carried him to his burial witn tender respect 
simply obsyed one of the truest impulses of the human 
heart, And yet that very sentiment in an exaggerated 
form became subsequently the parent of wretched super- 
stitions, and found its ultimate expression in the adora- 
tion of the dust of the martyrs. 

The death of S:ephen, lize that of all the confessors, 
set to his testimony a tiuly sacred seal, and gave it 1e- 
doubled power. It not only served Christianity in a 
general manner, but specialiy advanced that truth for 
which he had given his life. His cause was gained. 
The glorious thought which had ixfiamed his zeal was 
to be caught by a man who stood, as yet, among the 


they | enemies oi the Church, but whom God designed to use for 


the casting down, with a strong hand, of the barrier 
between Judaism and the Gentile world, ‘This was that 





young man whom the sacred writer points out to us, 
holding the garments of them that stoned Stephen. 

Saul of Tarsus had heard Stephen’s defense with the 
indignation of a Pharisee of the Pharisees, but in the 
midst of his anger God had darted into his soul one of 
those piercing goads which cannot long be resisted. 
The memory of that day never faded from his mind, 
The redoubling of his persecuting zeal denotes the dis- 
quiet of his spirit, Of this we shall find farther proof 
when we trace the story of his conversion. ‘If Stephen 
had not prayed,” beautifully says Augustine, “ the 
Church had not had Paul.” 





THE SEED OF THE CHURCH 
[From Neander’s Planting and Training of the Christian Church.) 


HUS we see in the death of Stephen the new develop- 
ment of Christian trath apparently stopped ; he died 
a martyr, not only for the truth of the gospel in general, 
but in particalar for this freer and wider application of 
it, which began with him and seemed to expire with him, 
Yet from the beginning it has been the law of the davel- 
opment of the Onristian life, and wil) continue to be down 
to the last glorious result, which shall consummate the 
whole with the final triamph over death,—that out of 
death a new life comes forth and martyrdom for the divine 
truth, both in vs general and particular forms prepares for 
its victory, Sucn was the issue here, his first new de- 
velopment of evangelical trath had to be checked in the 
germ in order to shoot forth with greater vigor, and to a 
wider extent, in the person of Paul ; and the martyrdom 
of S.ephen was a necessary step in the process. If this 
new development had been fully exhibited at this tim 
the other publishers of the gcspel would have been foun 
unprepared for it, and not capable of receiving it, Bat 
mean time, these persons, by a variety of concur- 
rent circumstances, were to be pre in a natural 
way, under the constant guidance of the Holy Spirit, for 
this deeper insight into the truth, 

The martyrdom of Stephen was important in its direct 
effects for the spreading cf the faith, since it might be 
expected that under the immediate impression made by 
the sight of such a witness, and of such a death, many 
minds, not altogether unsusceptible, nor altogether de- 
luded by the power of error, would be led to the faith; 
but yet the indirect consequences were still more im 
tant, by which the third violent persecution was r 
against the new church at Jerusalem. This persecation 
must have been more severe and extensive than the for- 
mer ; for by the manner in which Stephen entered into 
conflict with Paarisaism, he had roused to hostility against 
the teachers of the new doctrine the sect of the Paarisees 
who had the most credit with the common people, and 
were powerful and active, and ready to leave no means 
untried to attain their object, whatever it might be, The 
persecution proceeding from this quarter would naturally 
mark as its special victim: those who were colleagues in 
office with Stephen as deacons, and who resembied him 
in their Hellenistic origin and education. It was, how- 
ever, the occasion of spreading the gospel beyond the 
bounds of Jerusalem and Judea, and even among the 
Gentiles. With this progressive outward development of 
the gospel was also connected its progressive inward de- 
velopment, the consciousness of the independence and 
intrinsic capability of Onristianity as a doctrine destined 
without foreign aid to impart divine life and salvation to 
all men, among all nations, without distinction. As we 
have praentas wasn that the hostilities waged against 
a truth when first brought to light, with which its pub- 
lishers have had to contend, have very much contributed 
to render their consciousness of it more clear and com- 
plete, and to make them better acquainted wich the con- 
sequences that flow from it,—so here also the opposition 
of Poarisaical Judaism must have had a powe:fal and 
bene ficial inflaence in developing freer views of the gos- 
pel among the Hellenists. 





ASLEEP IN JESUS. 
[From The Church of the First Days, By C, J. Vaughan, D, Dg 
ND when he had said this, he fell asleep. Whata 


word to apply to a death so violent and sv suffering! 
He fell asleep. He was laid to rest. Hoe was iuiled to 


His| slumber. The word itself is enough to take the sting 


from death. If that is all that death is to tne Chris:ian, 
surely we may fear it too much. But, alas! the use of a 
word is not enough to deprive the king of terrors of his 
power to harm. We have all caugot this tone abcut 
death. We speak indiscriminately of men going to 
their rest. Our word cemetery is borrowed from the ssme 
Greek term which is here employed to express the death 
of Stephen, and means li:eraily a sleeping placa, a place 
of slamber and repose. And yei, dare we hope that all 
who are laid in that burial-ground are indeed sleeping 
in Jesus? Is that the hope which truly comforts every 
mourner, a8 he turns away from the grave in which his 
buried treasure lies? 

The case of St. Siephen himself may assure us that no 
circumstances of death can prevent its being this toa 
Christian,—no anguish of pain, no confusion of sur- 
rounding sights and sounds, no mocking taunts and no 
assailing hands, I; matters not whether the cause of 
death te disease or accident, the weapon of war or the 
stroke of the executioner. I: matters not whether the 
scene of death be the house or the roadside, the field of 
battle or the desolate prison-house. These things do not 


either make or mar the true cemetery, the t:ue sleeping- 
place of the Obristian. Wnen Sit. Stephen at last breathed 
out his soul from a bruised and disfigured and mangled 
body, amidst shouts of execration and hands raised in 
murder, it is written of him, in the words now before ua 
that he fell asleep, 
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Norion.—SUBSCRIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH 18 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATS. 





THE explosion at Hell Gate last Sunday was so unfor- 
tunately timed, that it not only cracked the ledge but 
broke the Sabbath. 


THIS suggestive and unquestionably truthfal announce- 
ment to theater-goers, now appears on the street bulletia- 
boards of Philade!phia: 

“AROH STREET THEATER. 
LED ASTRAY EVERY NIGHT THIS WEEK.” 

Ir is reported from a Tennessee Sanday- school that “ an 
original essay is read every Sabbath by one of the female 
teachers or scholars, and that they find it very improving 
and instructive.” If the original essay is better than the 
Bible, the plan named is an excellent one, Otherwise, 
the time thus occupied is not time improved. 





Ir is bad enough to tell an old story over and over 
again, but to insist upon it as something entirely new 
and fresh is an added grievance. Recently a speaker ata 
religious gathering announced, with a flourish, that he 
was to give a story of a well-known Christian worker, 
which had “never yet appeared in print,” and then re- 
peated an incident that had been given in at least a 
score of the religious weeklies within the past month, 
and had before that found its place between the covers 
of a Sunday-school volame. It is not well to claim a 
copyright on a story before looking to see if it has been 
printed in “ all the papers.” 

Ts it to be wondered at that “ Hell Gate Brewery” in 
New York turns out what is called “ Hell Gate” beer, 
and that near the scene of the great explosion there is 
what is called “ Hell Gate Cottage” at which bottles of 
whisky are marked “ nitro-glycerine,” ‘“ dynamite,” 
“rend rock,” and soon? This iscertainly a grim way 
of jesting, apd it would be well if people could compre- 
hend that there is a world of truth in it. “ Rend rock 
whisky !” Was there ever a better name for that terrible 
explosive of character and fortune? “Nitro-glycerine gin!” 
Could the nomenclature of language be more truthful ? 
By all means, let the :um-sellers appropriate these titles 
and say no more about “ Daw-drop.” 

In recalling the many good works of the Rev. George 
B. Bacon, who died, a few days ago, at Orange, N. J., 
there should not be forgotten the valuable service which 
his trenchant pen rendered to the Sunday-school cause, 
in his criticisms on Su uday-school hymnology. Ina series 
of papers on this rubject, in Hours at Home, several years 
ago, he exp sed to ridicule some of the more glaring 
faults and follies of the popular Sunday-school hymns of 
that day. Of course he was taken sharply to task for 
this work by the more enthusiastic Sunday-school radi- 
cals; for no man can ever be prominent in reforming 
abuses without being an abused reformer; but his dis- 
criminating criticisms told for good, They did much to 
improve the standard of Sunday-school singing. Fur this 
service, as for his other abounding labors in the cause of 
Ohrist, Mr. Bacon should be held in grateful remem- 
brance. : 


INTEREST in the case of Cashier Haywood, of the 
Northfield Bauk, is now manifest on every side. It was 
a prompt suggestion of the Hartford Hvening Post, that 
the banks of the entire country should join in erecting a 
monument to the memory of the brave man, and in se- 





curing an ample support to his widow and children. 
Word comes now that the bankers of St. Paul, Minn, 
opened the subscription for the care of Mr. Haywood’s 
family by the sum of five hundred dollars, and prepared 
a circular appeal to banks throughout the United States, 
asking offerings on the part of each bank as a recognition 
of the cashier’s rare fidelity to duty. It is now seen that 
Mr. Haywood did a work which was worth living for, or 
dying for, when he showed thata bank cashier would 
die before he would betray a sacred trust or share in 
robbery. Asthe Springfield Republican says, “If it is 
understocd that the bank officer holds his life at risk, as 
much as a sentinel! at his post, this class of robbery is 
virtually at an ena. To have a murder on their hands, 
and no booty, is uot an inviting prospect for burglars,” 
We reprint this week, from the New York Tribune, a fine 
poetic tribute to the brave cashier from the pen of Haw- 
thorne’s son-in-law, Mr. George P. Lathrop. It is better 
for a family to mourn a husband and father dead at the 
post of duty, than to have had him save his life by 
shameful evil-doing. 

Ir is said that five hundred conversions have been re- 
ported as a result of the labors the past summer in young 
Mr, Tyng’s gospel tent in New York. If this be the truth, 
it may doubtless be supposed that these conversions ex- 
ceed allthe other conversions, for the same length of 
time, in New York Oity. So much for going out into the 
city way-sides and hedges and compelling the people to 
come in. Nodoubt, with similar efforts, there might have 
been a large attendance at the city churches, and not a 
few conversions in consequence ; but who can fail to see 
that this tent met some want in the community which 
could not be supplied by the ordinary methods? What 
are we to think of an average attendance of a thousand 
people on week-day evenings in such a summer as the 
past, when scores of churches had but a handful of wor- 
shipers on Sunday, and as many more were closed alto- 
gether? 1s it the people’s fault that they preferred to 
hear the gospel in a tent, and that there have been five 
hundred conversions, when under ordivary circumstances 
there might not have been a tenth part of that number? 
Some people will say this is only a love of novelty, but 
there was certainly no novelty inthe preaching. It was 
the same old story of faith and repentance, Who car 
doubt, at least, that if St. Paul could rejoice that Christ 
is preached whether in pretense or in truth, he would 
much more rejoice that Christ is preached in a tent? 








THE BURDEN OF A GOOD NAME. 


GOOD reputation, a good name, or a good record, 
imposes added responsibilities on its bearer. He 
who has the credit of always doing well must be even 
more carefal to do well in all things, than a man who 
has no such credit to sustain. A name without a stain 
is in greater danger from the slightest cause of reproach, 
than a name which is not free from discredit. The 
longer a record has been kept unsullied, the more im- 
portant it is that it should be continued without a blot. 
If a merchant has the credit of unwavering integrity 
and of uniform fair dealing, he must not only see to it 
that his own ccurse is ever in accordance with this repu- 
tation, but he must watch lest some of his clerks should 
bring discredit on the reputation of his establishment. 
That which would be thought little of in another store, 
will there be counted a misrepresentation of the goods 
offered for sale, or an unfair advantage taken of a buyer. 
The public man who is supposed to be the “‘ very soul of 
honor” might lose his good name if he said or did that 
which would hardly be noticed in a politician of doubt- 
ful character. If a man has never been known to fail 
of keeping an appointment, or to make an error in his 
accounts, or to speak a hasty word, or to express a wrong 
judgment, he must be all the more cautious lest a single 
failure on his part destroys the continuity of his record. 
If a lawyer has never lost a case; if a judge has never 
had one of his decisions reversed; if a physician has 
been always successful in the treatment of a certain class 
of diseases ; if a druggist has in no instance erred in pre- 
paring a prescription,—it will not do for him to presume 
upon his good record, and grow careless and inattentive 
in his work. His only safety is in untiring watchfalness 
lest the reputation which has been secured to him 
tends but to make his first failure the more disastrous 
and humiliatiog. The longer a man bas stood well or 
done well, the more there is expected of him,—the more 
reason there is for his continuing to do well and to stand 
well. 
Beyond a person’s individual reputation, he may have 
a responsibility growing out of the good name of those 
who have preceded him, or whom in some way he repre- 





sents. A known descendant of the Huguenots, the Pari- 
tans, or of the Oavaliers, has a certain character to rep- 
resent and sustain in consequence. A New-Englander 
away from home fiads more expected of him than would 
@ man from Utah. What would seem no more than 
natural in a Feejee-Islander would be intolerable in a 
Scotchman. He who bears an honorable family name 
has more of a task to maintain his credit as a man, than 
one would have with no such family history behind him. 
A statesman’s son fares poorly if he does not rise above 
mediocrity. The son of a literary genius is counted a 
failure if he shows no signs of greatness. A minister’s 
son, or a deacon’s daughter, is quite likely to be pointed 
at as unworthy when not a shining example of Christian 
character, A name, a parentage, an ancestry, a nation- 
ality, may be asource of honest pride toa man; but in 
such a case he has only a new burden on him, to main- 
tain the standing he has thus secured. 

Whatever of good is back of us should be to us an en- 
nobling stimulus and incentive, but it can never obviate 
the necessity for our right-doing, nor lessen our respon- 
sibility for continued and persevering endeavor to gain 
and to hold a good name for ourselves, If those who 
went before us did well, it is for us to beware lest we dis- 
honor their memory. If we have done well thus far, 
that is only the greater reason why we should not spoil 
our record by a departure from the right stardard now 
or henceforth. ‘‘A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches ;’ but like all earthly riches, a good 
name must be carefully guarded, or we shall lose it, and 
our poverty will seem the greater because of its contrast 
with our former wealth. 

This truth is peculiarly applicable to a good Sunday- 
school, It may be a large school in a great city which is 
a-centre of interest for thousands of observers. It may 
have a remarkable history of growth and progress, and 
bear ‘he reputation of spirftual and material prosperity. 
This good name, this good record, this goud reputation, 
lays a heavy burden of responsibility on all connected 
with that Sunday-school. Teachers and taught there, 
ought to be prayerfally anxious lest their school should 
come short of its privileges, and of public expectation in 
its behalf. No matter how well it has stood hitherto, no 
matter how widely its good name has sen extended, 
unless it continues to fill its place, it becomes a practical 
failure, and its former fame will only deepen the shame 
of its decline. Anxiety on this point ought to forbid the 
possibility of pride on the part of members of that school. 
A sense of the danger of falling ought to crowd out from 
their minds all thought of boasting or of vainglory. 
Officers, teachers, and scholars together should pray, in 
view of their burden of responsibility, “‘ Lord, hold up 
our goings in thy paths, that our footsteps slip not. Keep 
us as the apple of thine eye.” Oaly while the members 
of such a school are in this frame of mind and heart is 
there well-founded reason for believing that that school 
will maintain its best former standard, and will prove in 
the future the blessing it has been in the past. 

It may be it is a small school, in a country neighbor- 
hood, which has never been called great, but has come 
to be known widely as a school where a faithful superin- 
tendent has persevered for long years in systematic and 
thorough work for Christ and for souls. The truth has 
been taught there, summer and winter. Souls have there 
been born anew ; and there souls have been trained in the 
Christian life. The school has a good record, and its repu- 
tation is good, wherever it is known. All this is well so 
far. The influence of that school is excellent. But the 
question comes, Will that school continue its good work? 
Its superintendent will not remain with it always. Will 
its good name die with him, or its character deteriorate 
from the time of his death? A responsibility growing 
out of the good record of that school ison its teachers 
and scholars. They ought to labor and to pray for that 
school, not only because of what it is and may be to them 
and to theirs, but because of the harm which would come 
to others through its failure or declension. When such a 
school suffers, the cause it represents suffers also. While 
it prospers, its influence is for good. Ia its premature 
decline, its influence comes to be for evil. All who work 
to maintain the good name of a school of that charac'er 
do double duty, and have a twofold reward for their 
labor, 

So everywhere, a good name brings its burdens. He 
who has anything to be gratefal for from the past, in his 
name, his family, his community, his surroundings, has 
added duties, and increased responsibilities, in the pres- 
ent and for the future. Bat it is cause for rejoicing as 
well as for anxiety, that these burdens come with these 
blessings. It gives a man more to live for, more to ac- 
complish. He ought to rejoice that he has a good 
record to remember, and, by God’s grace, to continue. As 











September 30, 1876.] 


+ 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





633 








with individuals, so with families, organiz tions, comma- 
nities, and nations. A household, a neighborhood, a 
school, or a church, with a good record, has no small task 
to keep its record good. We in the United States, for 
example, have all the weightier responsibility upon us 
from this time forward because of our Centennial ex- 
hibit of our record and our attainments as a nation up to 
the present day. More will be required of us because 
our fathers have done so much and so well. We must 
carry forward our good works into the coming century, 
or all our high achievements of the past will but make 
our failure more marked, and our consequent disgrace 
the greater. 

Do you come of a godly stock? Have you parents to 
rejoice in? Are youof a favored nation? Has your 
church or Sunday-tchool a good record? If so, thank 
God for this pcssession; but remember that “unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much re- 
quired; and to whom men have committed much, of him 
they will ask the more,” 





FAIR PLAY TO THE SCIENTISTS. 


HERE is a great deal of breath wasted over the sup. 
posed conflict between religion and science, No 
such conflict ever existed, ever could exist, Men whoare 
called religious—who are religious—bave quarreled with 
scientific men. Religious men have quarreled with one 
another. So have scientific men. So have men who lay 
no claim to either religion or ecience, The conflict is 
between the men, not between their faiths and their 
knowledges. 

There is no lack of bigotry in the world; there never 
has been. B'gotry is not confined to religious men; nor 
yet to men without religion, It isto be found amongall 
classes of men, and it shows itself in the advocacy of alli 
sorts of opinions. Narrow-mindedners, illiberality, and 
intolerance are by far too common in the Christian 
church, as well as out of it. And wherever these traits 
are found, there is a readiness to close the eyes to new 
light, and to denounce those who have disclosed truths 
before concealed. Even differences of opinion about 
minor matters often bring into sharp conflict men who 
profess the same religious faith, or are pursuing the same 
line of scientific investigation. It is surely most unfair 
to speak of any such manifestations of a bad spirit as 
indications of an inevitable conflict between knowledge 
and faith, ' 

There are theologians who assail one another, because 
of a disagreement concerning some religious dogma, as 
if they would really enjoy the revival of the rack and 
the stake, for the punishment of such heretics as they 
see before them. There are men who advocate universal 
peace with a perfect bloodthirsty vindictiveness against 
all whom they suppose to have any conscientious differ- 
ence with them as to measures of policy. There are men 
laying claim to a “higher life’ experience, who are 
ready to denounce in terms ‘of unmeasured harshness 
those who suggest a doubt of their pre-eminent meekners 
Bat all this does not prove that religion makes men intol- 
erant and vindictive in their spirit and conduct. So, 
again, there are scientists who show jealousy of each 
other ; who sneer at and oppose those of their fellows 
who do not see the facts of nature as they see them; who, 
in fact, manifest bigotry and intolerance in their treat- 
ment of all with whom they differ. Bat this ought not 
to tell against science, however it tells against the scien- 
tists in question. For example, when John Fiske, in 
his unfeeling and ill-natured assault on Professor Agas- 
siz, because the latter did not accept the new theories of 
evolution, showed something of the spirit of a med! val 
persecutor of heretics, or when Max Miiller assailed Pro- 
fessor Whitney with the bitterness of an intense bigot, 
because of differing opinions in philology, it was evident 
that some men who claimed to have knowledge were 
narrow-minded and intolerant ; but it did not prove that 
science tends to dwarf the minds and harden the hearts 
of those who give it their attention. 

The pursuit of truth in the study of nature is a noble 
pursuit. It is only surpassed by the pursuit of truth in 
the study of God’s written word. These two branches 
of study share the time and talents of many devout 
souls. In no event are they inantagonism. Science has 
always numbered among its truest friends men of rever- 
ent faith and of godly lives. Every discovery of science 
bas been welcomed by many a lover of religion. Reo- 
ligious men have themselves been chief in the ranks of 
scientific students and savans. To-day no warmer advo- 
cates of independent scientific research can be found 
elsewhere than are in the Christian church. Although 
illiberal men are in that church, as they are everywhere, 
their illiberality is by no means a result of their religion. 





Ii is only an outgrowth of that same spirit which makes 
so many advocates of science so unlovely in their deal- 
ings with their opponents. Professor Huxley has many 
Christian men to hear him, and yet more to read him, in 
his New York lectures on Evolution. Alli that he brings 
forward of fresh facts is prized by every Christian man 
of breadth and fairness of view, whatever may be 
thought of the Professor’s theories. 

Christian students as a class want the facts of science. 
They are grateful to those who supply them. Indeed, a 
chief cause of the chafing between scientific men and 
Christian men at the present time grows out of the fail- 
ure of the former class to devote themselves exclusively 
to science. The complaint is, that the sclentists are too 
much given to theorizing. Darwin and Tyndale and 
Huxley seem too much inclined to turn aside from their 
scientific investigations every time they find a fresh link 
between the toad and the tadpole, to construct a new sys- 
tem of theology out of their discoveries. It was his theo- 
Iegical theorizing, not his scientific investigating, which 
brought Professor Tyndale into conflict with so many 
theologians, He himself admitted, after a while, that his 
religious theories were not very valuable, as he 
found them to greatly vary according to his changing 
moods of feeling. Nor is Professor Huxley likely to 
fiad himself in unpleasant collision with the American 
Christian public because of any facts of science disclosed 
by him. It is only when he seems to insist that his in- 
ferences from those facts shall be accepted as conclusive, 
that he provokes censure of his presumption. 

Christian men ought to be grateful to men of true 
scientific knowledge. The more of science we have, the 
better. The Bible will never be disproved, its statements 
will never be fairly brought into doubt,—through the 
results of scientific discovery. And if the men of science 
will stick to science, without stopping their study to 
knock their heads sgainst the Bible adamant, they will 
save time and strength, and accomplish a great deal 
more in their life-time. If the scientists will keep on 
discovering, we shall all know more, and the Bible will 
be neither disproved nor outgrown. 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


—_———_——— 


SUPERINTENDENT in Urbana, IIl., speaks very 

favorably of a card much used inhisschool, It is for 
circulation among the unconverted. It expresses, in a 
few words, the desire of the one handing the card for the 
other’s salvation, and requests the reading of certain 
Scripture texts which are des'gnated. In this list of 
texts are such as Isaiah 53: 3 9; John 3: 16; Romans 4: 
25; Galatians 3:13; 1 John 1: 7-10. Good taste would 
demand that a card for this purpose should not be of con- 
spicuous appearance in size or color, but that its form 
and phrasing comports with the true Christian delicacy 
in which it should be conceived and offered. 


Invitation cards are by no means a novelty in Chris- 
tian work, but they are constantly appearing in some 
new form. The Division Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of Burlington, Iowa, issues cards giving upon one 
side the calendar of church services, bordered with appro- 
priate texts, and, upon the other side, texts of Scripture 
strikingly displayed. For example, upon one is in- 
scribed : 

What Must I Do to be savep? Acts 16: 31. 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be sAVED, 
Acts 16: 31. 

Upon another appears : 

For thy name’s sake lead me and guide me, Psalm 31: 3. 

I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou 
shalt go ; I will guide thee with mine eye, Psalm’ 32: 8. 








How to secure a faithful record in the Sunday- 
schools, is a problem now in process of solution. Eben 
Shute, of the Sunday-echool Supply Company, Boston, 
gives a help in this direction by the issue of a large, clear 
“ Qaarterly Report Oard.” It is not intended to super- 
sede the “‘ Class Book,” but to make a condensed showing 
of the items recorded in that book for three months. 
Upon one side of the card are blanks to receive the facts 
concerning attendance and lesson study. Upon the other 
side, provision is made for information concerning new 
scholars, changes of scholars’ residences, and scholars 
who leave the school. A note to teachers explains the 
use of the card itself, and gives a few hints concerning 
the work needed in order to secure the ends contemplated 
by this report. 





A church that would have good teachers must be 
willing to pay something toward their training and 


for the supply of their tools. Teachers who give their 
services without charge ought to have not only the use of 
the schoolroom without paying rent for it, bat such helps 
to the work of study and teaching as are needful to good 
and thorough service. There are churches which already 
recognizs this fact, and take action according\y. Ia the 
Sunday-school of the Centenary Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of Terre Haute, Indiana, with an average attend- 
ance of about four hundred members, the cost of peri- 
odicals supplied to the school, without charge to the 
members, is above five hundred dollars per annum, The 
teachers have the best Sunday-school helps without 
being compelled to buy them. Of ccurse there is better 
teaching done in such a school because of this liberality 
with its members. Other schools will soon be similarly 
provided for. The progress is in that direction. 


No American pastor has done more temperance work, 
in connection with the churches, that has the Rsv. Dr, 
Ouyler, of Brooklyn, Within his church is an organiza- 
tion known as the Lafayette Avenue Temperance 
Society. The pledge used by the society is this : 

We the undersigned do agree that we will not use intoxi- 
cating liquors as a beverage, nor traffic in them : that we will 
not permit them as articles of entertainment, or for persons 
in our employment: and that, in all suitable ways, we will 
discountenance their use throughout the community. 


This pledge is neatly printed upon sheets cf note-paper, 
which members of the society carry and use in their 
work. Quantities of these slips are kept at the church, 
and also at the pastor’s house, where persons come 
almost daily to sign the pledge, and where they are sure 
to receive words of advice and encouragement. All who 
sign these pledges are enrolled upon the books of the 
temperance society of the church. 


Oar Irish brethren in Sunday-school Convention have 
a way of directing the strangers, who may newly come 
within their gates, which is worthy of American imita- 
tion. At their late Belfast Convention, on one side of a 
suitable sheet were printed the hymns and psalms to be 
used in the services, while on the other side was a dia- 
gram showing the churches or halls in which meetings 
were to be held, with the streets connecting these most 
directly, and leading from the principal railway station. 
The times of meeting were noted over against each 
church, Thus, at one extreme of the diagram was to be 
seen a miniature picture of a church, and the inscrip- 
tion, ‘‘ St. Enoch’s, Wednesday evening, seven o’clock.” 
At the other extreme, against a similar picture, was 
printed, “ Fitzroy Avenue, Wedaesday, twelve o’clock.’’ 
The names of all the streets included in the disgram 
were given ; public buildings were indicated, and direc- 
tions concerning “tram cars” were added. What an 
amount of doubt and worry, and running toand fro aim- 
lessly, would be saved by such a diagram on the pro- 
grammes of some of our American conventions! 


Even where we cannot commend the example of a 
city Sunday-school in its summer vacation, we can 
commend most heartily the wise methods of such a school 
in its endeavor to start again in the autumn with new 
life and vigor. Here, for instance, is a circular address 
from the superintendent of the First’ Baptisi Sunday- 
school of Philadelphia, issued a week before the resump- 
tion of the autumn sessions of the school. It calls atten- 
tion to the date of resuming. I: suggests to teachers the 
propriety of their notifying their scholars of the re-open- 
ing of the school. It exhorts all to renewed zeal and ac- 
tivity in the work of the school during the coming 
season. Here again are two circulars signed by the pas- 
tor and the superintendent of the Fourteenth Street Pres- 
byterian Sunday-school, of New York. One circular isa 
call to every member cf the school to be in place at the 
opening session. It contains warm words of greeting to 
all, and wise words of counsel, The other circular is an 
invitation to each teacher to be at the first teachers’- 
meeting of the season, or at least to send word there at 
what date he or she may be expected. Yet another set 
of circulars ccmes from the Sundsy-school of the Broad- 
way Congregational Ciurch, Norwich, Connecticut. The 
superintendent of that school not only asks his teachers 
to see or write to each scholar of his or her class before 
the opening day, but sends a printed list of review ques- 
tions which are to be asked on the lessons of the Iater- 
national series for the weeks of vacation. By this means 
teachers and scholars are prompted to measurably ac- 
quaint themselves with the lessons of that period. San- 
day-school vacations are not to be desired; but a new 
start after a vacation is the next best thing to uninter- 





mitted work, 
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WORKERS IN CONNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-clames, and Teachers’ Associations—will 











be thankfully received.) 

CONVENTION CALENDAR. 
Canada, Provinelal, at Belleville, Ont............+++...Owtober 10-12, 1876. 
Vermont, State, at St. Albans. October 10-12, 1876 
New Jersey, State, at Salem November 14-16, 1876. 





Maryland, State, at Hagerstown..............-..«00+--..November 22-24, 1876. 
New Hampshire, State, at Laconia.............+.++s++++.December 4-6, 1876. 





NORMAL-OLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Oan., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Ohbristian Amociation. Led by the Rey. Principal Oavan, of Knox 
College. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 8% Brom. 
field Street, every Saturday at 8 y.u, Led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the Y. M. 0, A, Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
8 p.m., in the Y. M, 0. A. Hall, 

Elmira, N Y.. Union Normal Class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month, 


New York, Superintendent’s Meeting every Tuesday at 4 p.m,, in the 
Fulton Street Chapel ; Conductor, the Rey. Dr. Matthews. Primary 
Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 245 p.m.,in the Y. M. 
C A, Lecture-room; Conductor, Mrs, 8. W. Clark. Normal Class 
every Friday at 7.45 pm., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church ; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥., Union Meeting for Lemon Study in the Warren 
Street M. E. Church, every Saturday at 8r.m. Led by R. E. Selmes. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. 0. A. Hall, No, 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. . 


Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. 0. A Rooms, No, 88 Fifth Avenue. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4P.m., at No, 8 North Charles Street. 

St. Louis, Teachers’ Normal-class and Lesson Study every Thursday 


in the First Presbyterian Church, Corner Fourteenth Street and 
Lucas Place, at 8 P.m. 


Bt. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Pilgrim Oongrega- 
tional church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 

‘Iowa, Sunday School Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 
Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y. M.0, A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 





WORDS OF IRISH WORKERS. 


OT long ago we gave in these columas a sketch of 
the Irish Sunday-school Convention at Balfast. 
Toe prineipal addresses at that gathering have now sp- 
peared in pamphlet form, and ons of them we give, in 
fu'l, herewith : 
SPIRITUAL POWBR IN THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 
BY THE REV. W. FLEMING 8TEVENSON. 


What is the aim of the school? Let us first determine 
that: that it is a spiritual aim, that the ultimate end we keep 
in view is to lead the children to our Lord. This aim rises 
above every other like a mountain summit above the lower 
ridges. It is the one great, blessed, and inspiring thought 
that runs through every lesson. All else must lead to this, 
and be subject to it. The best rooms, the best books, the best 
methods,are no more than the machinery waiting for the 
motive-power. Let us get the best we can, for the work re- 
quires the best, let us be quick to introduce improvements; 
let us keep the wheels bright. But until we get spiritual 
power the wheels will not really move, Like the maiden in 
the palace of the Sleeping Beauty, the work may be “a per- 
fect form ;” but, like her, it is “in perfect rest,” until the 
advent of the mystic Prince, the author and giver of life. 

The source of spiritual power is in God. That is, it is not in 
well-chosen subjects, or well-prepared leasons, or diligence, or 
faithfulness, or earnestness, or aptitude to teach. It lies out- 
side of us, and is a spiritual fountain that must be sought by 
a spiritual nature, We must go for it toGod. Communion with 
our Father, fellowship withthe Lord Jesus Christ, the guiding 
and indwelling ofthe Holy Ghost, are at the secret of this power. 
If we wish for it, we must go to the source, carry our empty 
vesse! there, and replenish it. “I thirst for springs of heav- 
enly life, and here all day they rise,” Fellowship with God 
is the condition of the highest teaching. 

The subject of this paper, however, is not the power itself, 
but the power in the school. Through what ehannels does it 
flow into the school life? By what connecting shafts is it 
conveyed to the various machinery? 

I sha'l mention only these five :—The Les:on, the Worship, 
the Superintendent, the Teacher, and the Children. 

1, The lesson is the Word of God, and the flow of the stream 
lies in that channel. The Word is # living book ; it is the 
words of the holy men who spake aa they were moved by 





the Holy Ghost, and he lives in them still. It is the voiee 
of God to the conscience and heart of man. All the truths 
that move the soul are there, We may say of it as of the 
eternal Word—it is the way, the truth, and the life. There is 
therefore here a wonderful fullness of spiritual power. What 
we have to care for is that it gets freely to the children. 
There are conductors and non-conductors of electric force. 
The teacher must be a conductor of the spiritual forces of 
the Word. He must be drawn into spiritual sympathy, quick 
to recognize the spiritual meaning, that in the lesson there is 
spirit, life, and light. We want » profound conviction of 
what the Word of God is ; that it is not our words, our art of 
teaching, our impressiveness, that will vitalize our class, but 
the Word ; that it is a living seed we sow, a living power we 
handle, If we feel this ourselves, the children will feel it. 
Our teaching must all go out from the Word and return to it, 
for the Word is’ the center of it, as Jesus is the center of 
the Word, And what is true of the lesson from the Bible is as 
true of the lesson from the Catechism. The Catechism is not 
a collection of dry bones of doctrine, it is a living body of 
truth. We are to make it felt to be as fresh, as full of light 
and love and power, as spiritual as the Word of God. It is 
the Bible in miniature. Yet we must remember that there 
is no magic in the letter of the Word ; it must be ‘the Spirit 
of God that will make its truths tell upon the conscience 
and the heart, that will make the teaching of the Word ef- 
fectual, 

2. Spiritual power flows also in the worship. The prayer 
and praise are not mere adjuncts of the school, adornments 
that relieve it of baldness or sameness, the customary and 
reverent form of opening and closing. Spiritual in- 
fluence runs in them; and they may convey it to all 
the classes. They can be so used that they are only forme. 
Prayer can be so general, so cold, 30 monotonou;, that it is 
unfelt by either scholar or teacher. It should be charged 
with spiritual feeling. It should give the tone to the teach- 
ing of the day; it should be such and so penetrated by the 
Spirit of God, that every teacher would feel his heart warm 
as he looked on the children’s faces, such that every child 
would feel that he was prayed for, that he was caught 
up by the teacher's heart and laid in prayer before 
God, that the thought would cling to him as he 
lefc the school. Praise also is something more than 
good singing, than even hearty singing. It should be 
such and so chosen that the children would feel it was a 
spiritual service. Verses that are carelessly given to be sung 
may break the chain of spiritual influence that was being 
woven round the scholars. All the more as the power of 
praise is seen upon the children, praise should be kept in 
unison with the line of spiritual impression. 

3. The Superintendent may/either check or carry forward the 
flow of spiritual power. It is true that he has no seholars to 
teach, that he has an order to preserve. But his influence 
tells everywhere. If a teacher has ne spiritual outcome it 
affects mainly and immediately his class; but if a Superin- 
tendent has no spiritual outcome it affects theschool. Every 
teacher and every class feels it. His coldness spreads a 
subtle but universal chill. The warm and earnest feel it, 
and struggle against it; it subtracts from their work more 
than they are aware, and more than they would confess; and 
those who might be warm are kept cold. No power of or- 
ganization, and no desire to help in the work, will compensate 
for the want of this. The Superintendent is in constant con- 
tact with his teachers. If he is on fire, the fire will kindle 
and spread among them. As he is the visible centre of the 
school life, his temper will pervade it, his spirit will be felt 
in the arrangements, And if he is spiritual, the order of the 
school will never be mechanical; the least detail will verge 
toward a spiritual center ; the eager teachers will find a new 
impulse, those that are weak in unconscious strength, and 
those that are anxious, troubled, and disappointed will find 
sympathy and courage. And this is true, though not in the 
same degree, of the Secretary and Librarian. It should be 
understood that there is no office in the school which is merely 
an office. The Librarian who can suggest to a scholar the 
best book for him, who feels the spiritual pulse of the school 
by the books which are read, is the true Librarian. 

4. Spiritual power in the Teacher must begin with— 

(1.) Himself. He must have the power in his own life. 
He must be not only a child of God, but one who is living in 
communion with his Father. He must be one whose lifs is 
plainly hid with Christ in God. He isto lead the children, 
and he must know Him who is the Way. The more distinct 
his personal Christian experience, the greater his fitness. As 
he feels Christ attracting him to Himself, his scholars will 
become aware of that attractive force. Riper years may not 
disqualify him, nor remove him from sympathy with the 
young. I have seen in Wales an eager group of children, 
none older than six or seven, surrounding an aged man, with 
the snows of seventy winters on his head; for forty years he 
had taught the successive children of that hamlet, and his 
heart was still as young as ene of theirs. We have too few 
of the older and more experienced Christians teaching in 
our schools, The ripest fruit has the bloom upon it; and 
there are a bloom and a fragrance that only come with the 
ripening of spiritual lite. 





(2.) His preparation. Spiritual influence is not inde- 
pendent of ordinary eare and pains. We dare not make 
light of any helps to the right understanding of the Word of 
God; we can scarcely make too much of them in their own 
place Those who live nearest to God perhaps feel this the 
most. But if there is to be spiritual power, over and above 
all other preparation there must be communion with God. 
The teacher who goes from his closet to his class is clothed 
with might. There a danger of trusting tothe help», of 
studying them to the last moment, of believing that when by 
them the passage has been mastered and the plan of the les- 
fon marked out, no m>re is needed. There may be power in 
such teaching; it may likely secure attention and interest; 
and these are great points gainei, Yet they are only means 
to an end. We must bring our lessons, our helps, our prepa- 
tion all to Ged. We must come ourselves, and enter the 
closet and shut the door. There, alone with our Father who 
seeth in secret, let us plead for light and strength, and 
every lacking grace. Let us meditate there on the love of years, 
on the spirit of that Good Shepherd who has said to us, Feed my 


lambs. Let us bring our scholars there, and ask for them one by . 


one. Then, out of this fellowship, this time of stillness and 
esrnestness, let us go to our Father’s business. To teach in com- 
munion with God, to be like disciples who have but left their 
Master, to carry our messages if the tenderness of his 
voice still trembled in it, to pass from prayer to work, taught, 
refreshed, and quickened by the Holy Ghost, is the true, and 
living, and potent teachirg. Our Father, which seeth in 
secret, will reward us openly; and even those who are per- 
plexed and humbled by their helplessness will wonder with 
joy as they find that out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
God ordaineth strength. 

(3.) His Teaching. Coming to the children in that spirit, 
the teacher will begin in faith. He has but stepped out of an 
audience with Him whose promises are Yea and Amen. He 
believes in the power of the Word, in the power of Jesus, in 
the power of the Holy Ghost. His heart is lit up with the 
presence of the Lord. The words ring in his ears—Lo: I am 
with you. All things are possible. 

He has grace also to be patient. It may take long before 
the final impression is made. It may take long before he 
gets to the point of personal contact, the happy moment when 
the child’s heart opens and he dropsin the seed. It may 
take many lessons, many months, or even many years. But 
with the great aim before him, he never loves courage or 
hope. The beautiful pictures that are produced with such 
profusion in this town, those little cards that we send like 
messengers to bear our greeting, have to pass through many 
printings. Each time one color is laid on, or at the most two, 
and the effect at first is dull and confused, and the prccess 
looks slow ; but at last the picture comes out bright and clear, 
and perfect. And that is what we learn by communion with 
our Master, something of his divine patience, and to believe 
that, as we teach in faith, each lesson leaves some imprint on 
the child, until one day, to our joy, we are startled to see the 
full bright impress of the work of the Holy Ghost. 

Bat if there be patience there must be no langour. Spirit- 
ual power does not run in that channel. It runs in the hot- 
glow of earnestness. The teacher comes straight from God, 
and the children see the love of Jesus shining in his face, 
They feel it in his tenderness, his eagerness, his love to them. 
His words almost burn as they fall from his lips. He is 
filled with the Spirit, and the Spirit gives him utterance. It 
was for that he went to the Mount of God, and now that he 
has received, it is that which is found. Like a man that 
may be so charged with electricity that at the approach of a 
hand the nimble spark leaps out, so this teacher will meet 
his echolars, and as he sits in the simple circle of his class 
sparks of the divine fire will flash from him as the questions 
and answers are drawn from his lips. His class see that he 
is in earnest ; but they scon see that he is more, that he is 
earnest for them ; to bring them one by one to God. 

And when he is earnest like this he will be personal. God, 
deals with men personally, and so must we. The lesson 
taught is a great matter; the doctrine clearly explained and 
made intelligible for some after-time in the child’s life. But 
if we halt there, spiritual power may also halt. I was told 
the other day of a Sabbath-scholar, lying now upon her 
death- bed in this town, lying there and thinking, and that 
she said she felt there was only one want when at the school, 
that ehe had not b2en asked to decide for Christ. There is 
a vast spiritual power in that quiet, frank, personal dealing. 
It may be in the class, it may be with the child alone, it may 
be by a letter; but where it ir, it is the way to a child’s con- 
science and a child’s heart. There is a band of men known 
in America by the name “ John Farr’s Boys” They are the 
salt of the country where they are found—ministers, mer- 
chants, engineers, senators, and John Farr was their Sabbath- 
school teacher, who dealt with them one by one. Fellow 
teachers, what reward can you crave that would be more 
blessed than this, that the good men who rose up here and 
there and made it light about them were your John Farr’s 
boys # 

Spiritual power will flow also through the Children. 
Spiritual power begins in the home of the teacher, and now 
at the end, we reach the home of the children; and the Sab- 
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bath-school lies between the two, clasped on this side and on 
that by all the tenderness andsacredness of home. Spiritual 
power in the school may often be the beginning of spiritual 
life in the dwelling. The child may be the first to convey 
the blessings that it has received, or the flow of life and 
power may pass with it to mingle in the flow of life that is 
already there. And as the flakes of foam part at night, and 
shoot, each with its tiny star, by a hundred paths over the 
dark sea, so where there is spiritual power, the children that 
scatter from the school carry by a hundred paths the light of 
the Lord Jesus, and the work of the Sabbath-school is 
crowned when it sets this true crown upon the family. 

I shall not touch, though much tempted, upon the hind- 
rances to spiritual power in the the school, but with one sen- 
tence close. 

There is a glorious valley in the United States, where, for 
miles, the narrow level sward runs between walls and towers 
of awful rock that rise thousands of feet above it. Riding by 
lonely paths among the endless woods, the traveler reaches a 
ledge, from which, at one sudden glance, the eye takes in the 
whole, the rich magnificence of mingled tree and cliff, and at 
the farther end a mountain stair that fades in a haze of sun- 
shine into the distant sky. They call it Inspiration Point, 
and the view justifies the name. It is thus, at this point of 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, that we find our inspiration 
for the Sabbath- school ; that, looking down through its lessons 
and its worship, its superintendents, its teachers, and its 
children, and tracing the flow of spiritual power through 
each, the vision of a holy church and a holy land is spread 
before our eyes, until, far off, it seems to melt into the splen- 
dors that gather round the throne of God, and we go down 
to our work with beating hearts, to throw into it our prayer, 
our energy, our leisure, our culture, our patience, our faith, 
our love, our life, counting it a full reward, when we hear at 
last from the Son of man, Inasmuch as ye have done it wnio one 
of these my brethren, ye have done it wnto me. 





BROOKLYN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


HE first monthly meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday 

School Union for the campaign of 1876.77, was held 
on Monday evening, September 11, at the Hanson Place 
Meth, Epis. Church. The Rev. William Lloyd, of New 
York, addressed the meeting upon “Spiritual prepara- 
tion essential to success,” 

From the Brooklyn Daily Eagle we'glean this outline of 
Mr. Lloyd’s address. He said: 

The law of success in every department of life demands 
that there should be a special preparation for the especial 
work selected, and that preparation which fits a man for suc- 
ceas in one field will be useless to him in another sphere of 
activity, Therefore a man must fit himself for the especial 
work to which he has determined to devote his energies, if he 
would hope to attain to excellence, if not to eminence, in his 
particular avocation. The man who sets himself out to be a 
physician must study the anatomy of the human frame, and 
the laws that govern health and disease. must cultivate 
the esthetic faculty, and seek to develop within him the ar- 
tistic spirit. The statesman, on the other hand, must be 
familiar with national and domestic law, and with those forces 
that produce the welfare or disadvantage of a nation. The 
same law holds good in connection with religious work. So 
at the very threshold of the work lies this question: “ What 
shall be the course of preparation for Surd -school work 
and how shall we develop the force and stre gth which lies 
at the bottom of all successful Sunday-school work. Let 
there be no low idea of the work, no low conception of its 
importance; but with a lofty ideal and a fervent zeal to 
bring young souls to Christ, the largest work may be accom- 
plished. 

THE BIBLE 

is the text book of the Sunday-schooi teacher, and what a 
wonderful book it is. Direct from the hand of God, he has 
put it into the hand of man as the guide and director of his 
life. Its history, its poetry, its morality, its laws are all within 
the sphere of the Sunday-school teacher. The child is to re- 
ceive his first impressions of this book from the hands of the 
teacher, and in order that the teacher may rightly convey 
the grand truth which the Bible containa there must be on 
his or her part acourse of thorough preparation. On the 
knowledge of the Word is to be built those highest develop- 
ments of human intellect. But there can be no thorough 
culture that does not include its teachings and where it is not 
known and loved. The course of time is strewn with the 
wrecks of systems of philosophy and schemes for regenerating 
the human race without the aid ofthe Bible. Whatis needed 
for that work is the open Bible and the understood Bible. 
The erroneous impressions of Bibilcal truth and the incorrect 
methods of teaching must be avoided. 

The speaker then spoke of the different illustrations which 
are used in respect to teaching. One is that the truth is 
poured in‘o the soul of the child, as though truth was an 
entity that could be taken up and dropped intothe soul. It 
is rather the development of the latent spiritual faculties 
that are found in the soul of every man, woman, and child, 


The purpose of the teacher should be to draw out the moral 
power of the child, to awaken in him the dormant conscious- 
ness, that should answer to the truths presented. If you set 
in this room a number of harps all tuned upon one key, and 
then strike the chords of one of them, all the others will an- 
swer in the same tone. So if your heart is attuned to the 
loftiest melody of the love of God, the 


HEARTS OF THE PUPILS 


in your classes will vibrate in unison with yours, and give 
back an answering sound. The human soul is like the flower 
seed planted in your garden. Through the rain and the 
dew and the sunshine it grows up to beauty and fragrance. 
So the soul grows in religion and not religion in the soul. It 
is not an entity that can be taken up and dropped into the 
soul. The purpose of the teacher should be to develop in 
the soul of the pupil a condition of spiritual receptivity. In 
order to do this there must be two kinds of preparation— 
mental and spiritual. The latter is the most important, and 
yet the other is essential. It is not advancing God’s pur- 
poses to use poor material, but the best talent of the church- 
es should be in the Sunday-school. There is no excuse for 
the teacher going before his class unprepared upon the les. 
son. It is an insult tothe children to suppose that they can 
be educated by any other than the best instructors. 

The speaker then alluded to the use of lesson papers. He 
said there was an advantage in a uniformity in the lessons, 
but it is to be feared that some teachers when they get the 
lesson paper get more harness than horse. For his part, he 
thought the teacher should never bring the lesson paper 
before the class. If references or notes are needed, let them 
be written out on a sheet of paper. 

He then took up the question of spiritual preparation, say- 
ing that the mental preparation led to it, but the mental part 
could not be satisfactorily performed. Without a love for the 
truth that is studied they must tarry at the feet of the Master 
until they feel the flame kindle. It presupposes an experi- 
mental knowledge of the truth, that is,—that the soul has 
been converted to God. Thespeaker argued that conversion 
was absolutely essential to successful teaching. They must 
know of themselves the paths along which they propose to 
lead the hearts of their pupils. The teacher coulda’t in- 
wardly digest the truth unless he loves it and feels its 
full force in his own heart. The spiritual preparation comes 


| by prayer, and in this connection the speaker gave a graphic 


and eloquent description of the power of prayer. The secret 
of the Reformation was found in Luther’s closet, and by 
prayer the soul is linked on to God. 

In conclusion the speaker urged the teachers to renewed 
consecration to the service of the Master, and more earnest- 
ness in the work. 





OTHER GATHERINGS. 


N Thursday, August 29, the fifteenth annual meeting 

of the Delaware Oounty (N. Y.) Sunday-school 
Association met at Franklin. The proceedings have 
been quite fally publishedin The Walton Chronicle. 


The East New Jersey Baptist Sunday-echool Conven- 
tion and Institute, met on Wednesday, September 20, 
at Newark. The Rev. Dr. Robert Lowry, the Rey. Geo. 
A. Peltz, Professor W. F. Sherwin, and others assisted in 
the exercises. 





Yates County, N. Y., recantly held its annual Sunday- 
school convention, at Penn Yan, Edward Bristol, the 
newly appointed normal worker of the New York State 
Sanday-school Association, had the general direction of 
the meeting, and took part in each of the sessions, 





IN PROSPECT. 


T Owosso, the Michigan State Sunday School Con- 
vention will meet October 3-5, “ Training classes 
for Sunday-school teachers ;” “ Power: What is it, and 
how obtained?” “How to train young converts ;” 
“Revival work in the Sunday-schools;” “ Relation of 
the Sunday-school to American citizenship ;” “ Enter- 
tainments: How, and what?” and “ Dangers of the 
age;” are among the topics for discussion. 


* 


The Third Annual Sunday-school Convention of the 
First District, Illinois, including the seventeen northern 
counties, will be held at Dixon, November 1-3. Repre- 
sentatives from each county and township in the district 
are expected to attend. Among other good things on 
the programme, is this noteworthy arrangement for one 
hour and twenty minutes: “ How shall we teach, to 
reach,—1. The Understanding (Psa. 119: 99); 2. The 
Memory (Isa. 28: 9, 10); 3. The Conscience (2 Sam, 12: 
7-18); 4, The Heart (Exsk, 11:19)?” Each of these 
points is to be opened by an appointed speaker, and then 
to be discussed, 








PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


__—~ >». 
UNDAY-SOHOOLS in Siam are conducted by the 
Presbyterians, at Bangkok, Petchaburi, and Aynthia. 


—At the Contennial Exhibition, the Pennsylvania Bible 
Society gave out Bibles, last month, in thirty distinct 
languages. 
—Thirty-five missionary organizations are now labor- 
ing in India and Ceylon, in addition to many local agen- 
cles prosecuting similar work. 


—Ten Sunday-schools are sustained by the ‘ Taggs’ 
Manor” church, in the Presbytery of Chester, says The 
Presbyterian. Each district of the parish has its neigh- 
borhood Sunday-school, all under the oversight of the 
church, 


—A little book of forty-six pages, containing the six- 
teenth verse of the third chapter of John’s gospel, in one 
hundred and sixty-four languages and dialects, as printed 
by the American Bible Society, is distributed gratuitously 
at the Exhibition in this city. 

—The Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York, 
of which the Rev. Dr. John Hall is pastor, contributed 
last year one hundred and thirty-four thousand dollars 
for benevolent purposes, or an average of more than one 
hundred dollars to each member of the church, 

—Madagascar became the field of missionary operations 
in 1815. From the last report of the London Missionary 
Society it appears, that in churches gathered by that 
body alone, there are now 63,896 members. Three other 
missionary organizations, also, are laboring upon the 
island. 

—Il\linois is sometimes called the Banner Sunday- 
school state of the West. But a missionary of the 
American Sunday School Union there writes, “I have 
recently canvassed an entire township in Clinton Oounty 
without finding a single Sunday-school; and this, I am 
sorry to say, is not an isolated case.” 

—In Rochester, Minn., the Young Men’s Christian 
Association is at work in good earnest. Besides its reg- 
ular meetings, it conducts street preaching services, on 
Sunday afternoons, and it has recently organized a 
Union Sunday-school normal-class, for a course of thir- 
teen sessions, to meet on Thursday evenings in the new 
rooms of the association. 

—At Wellesley College, near Boston, Sunday, Ssptem- 
ber 10, was the Feast of Ingathering, or the opening Sab- 
bath of the term. The platform of the chapel was elab- 
orately decorated with plants and flowers, from among 
which, the Rtv. G. F. Pentecost, of Boston, preached a 
sermon upon the words, “Godis love.” Over three 
hundred young ladies were in attendance as pupils of the 
college, with a large company of visitors. On the even- 
ing of the same day a praise-service was conducied by 
Dr, Eben Touzjee. 

—One of the largest temperance organizations in Lon- 
don at present is known as the North London Band of 
Hope. The Christian World contains an account of an 
open-air meeting, held recently by this band at Alexan- 
der Palace, at which the attendance was between seven 
and eight thousand persons. Among others who addressed 
earnest words to the assembly were Mr. Jabez Edwards 
and the Rev. Dawson Burns. The latterspeaker believed 
that, other reasons aside, it was the duty of the public to 
take up the matter of temperance on the ground of ascer- 
tained facts in its favor. 


—*“8. E. B.” writes of Christian work and its results in 
New Hampshire: “A unique report of the third annual 
canvass by the Executive Committee of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association of the Granite State lies before 
us, The secretary, in making up the document, stands 
behind the scenes and tells his story through extracts 
taken from the letters of eighty-eight clergymen, pastors 
of the various churches visited. Almost as a unit do they 
speak the language of love and Christian fellowship, and 
recognize the great service rendered by the visiting young 
men, in their religious meetings. The Rav. W. 8. 
Tucker, of Hopkinton, thus condenses the results of the 
work in his field: “First, ministers strengthened ; second, 
believers quickened; third, backsliders reclaimed ; 
fourth, sinners converted ; fifth, Christ glorified; sixth, 
Comeagain.” The Rev. George Dustan, of Peterborough, 


writes of this movement as “in spirit earnest and de- 
vout ; in work practical and healthy; in its success ad- 
mirable and wonderful.” The love and sympathy of the 
pastors thus indicated paves the way for the power of the 
Holy Ghost to be manifested ; and it is no wonder that 
plans for a fourth canvass of the state come in censid- 
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eration at the State Convention, at Keene, September 
29,30 and October1. The work is volunteer service mainly, 
leaving only traveling expenses and the small salary of a 
permanent secretary to be paid. Every state in New 
England, save Rhode Island, has now its annual canvass, 
covering, in some instances, almost the entire year. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Every-Day Topics; a Book of Briefs. By J. G. Hol- 
land, New York : Scribner, Armstrong & Co.—The title 
of “ popular philoscpher,” which has often been applied 
to Dr. Holland, is one which he would probably repudi- 
ate, But he has a knack of putting common sense into 
@ palatable and profitable shape; of being didactic bu’ 
not magisterial, moral but not dull, He does not 
philosophize on the universe, or on the true nature of 
space and time; but those themes which come home to 
the daily life of us he treats with almost uniform discre- 
tion and judgment, To this fact he owes the extraor- 
dinary popularity of his essays. The present volaome is 
not new, all its chapters having first sppeared in Scribner's 
Monthly, whose Topics of the Time department Dr. Ho1- 
land has, from the first, had under his own charge. All 
the articles are brief, and discuss such subjects as are a 
little too lasting for daily newspspers to treat, and some- 
what too ephemeral or one-sided to enlist the attention 
of Carlyle or Emerson, They are agreeable reading, and 
where they do not suggest thought they strike in with it 
accurately enough, Their range is very wide, and we 
have been surprised to see how many aubjects even the 
monthly magazine is compelled to discuss within five 
years. But periodical literature, as Dr, Holland points 
out in one of these papers, is very rich nowadays; and 
the wit and wisdom that goes to make it up is by no 
means wasted. (For sale by J. B. Lippencott & Oo.) 





History of Europe. By Edward A, Freeman. New 
York : D, Appleton & Oo,—Our readers should not lose 
sight of the admirable little primer series now appearing 
in England under the auspices of Macmillan & Oo,, and 
here with the Appletons’ imprint ; nor should they con- 
found it with any other of the numerous sets and libra- 
ries that have become so fashionable of late years. The 
series, previous volumes of which we bave heartily com- 
mended, is divided into three parts, the scientific division 
being edited by Profs. Huxley, Roscoe, and Stewart, and 
the historical and literary by J. R Green, the new Eng- 
lish historian. Not a poor volume bas appeared, and 
some—notably Stopford Brooke’s Primer of English Lit- 
erature—have been of great excellence, The last to reach 
us is one of the best, It is written by Edward A. Free- 
man, who has just brought toa close his brilliant his- 
tory of the Norman conquest of England ; and it is de- 
voted to a general summary of the ancient and modern 
history of Europe. A good deal has to be packed into 
a few pages, but these are the days of handbooks and 
compendiums, and Mr, Freeman has carried out the 
primer design very well. Few college graduates know 
as much as this book contains, nor need they ; but when 
a person wants to get a brief but clear idea of general 
Earopean history he cannot do better than take this 
small volume fora guide, (For sale by Claxton, Rem- 
sen & Haffelfinger. ) 


Washington and Seventy-six, By Lucy E and Clara F. 
Guernsey. Philadelphia: American Sunday School 
Union,—A new volume by either of the Misses Guernsey 
is sure to meet with a warm welcome by all Sunday- 
school readers, The present volume, the joint work of 
both these excellent writers, is especially timely from its 
subject, which has been treated by them with much dis- 
cretion and sound sense. Hackneyed though the story 
is, it is here told with so much simplicity and clear- 
ness, and with so much good judgment in the selection of 
the matter, that youthfal readers can hardly fail to be 
interested and profited by it. The authors have done 
wisely in not attempting to give the whole story of 
American Independence, but only so much of it as was 
especially connected with Washington, and also have 
prudently abstained from giving the whole, even of his 
story, the narrative ending with the clese of 1776, and 
thus making the volume truly a ‘‘ Centennial” work. 
The volume closes with a vivid narrative of the battles of 
Princeton and Trenton. The authors intimate in their 
preface a willingness to continue the story in other vol- 
umes of a similar character. We hope they may be en- 
coursged to do so. Books on this subject and in the 
spirit and style of this volume are needed in Sunday- 
schools and families. 





Phebe, Junior. By M's Oliphant. New York: Har- 
per & Brothers.—Mrs, Oliphant has a curious way of 
stringing together her various novels, When a work of 
fi: tion is through, it is well to let it rest; but Anthony 
Trollope and Mrs, Oliphant seem to think this little 
axiom incorrect, and so they tack one story and one set 
of characters upon another until the reader half expects, 
having seen a hero killed off, to find him reappearing as 
a ghost in next year’s book. Tae present novel is called 
A Last Chronicle of Carlingford. L'ke Mrs. Oliphant’s 
other works, it is rather dull, but its heaviness is re- 
deemed by its polished style and its placid morals, The 
author is a good writer and a good Scotch photcgrapher, 
80, on the whole, she does not write too much. Mr, and 
Mrs, Copperhead, characters in this novel, seem curious 
names to American ears. (Forsale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Oo.) 

The Three Brides, By Oharlotte M, Yonge. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co.—Miss Yonge’s novels are 
very pious snd very enjoyable, and their author has 
fairly created a new school in fiction, as Mr. Brooke 
points out in his Primer of English Literature,—namely, 
the Religious Novel, written for propagandist purposes. 
But if she did not write quite so much we should not in- 
cur the danger of tiring of her. When books are so 
similar as hers, there should at least be a decent interval 
between their publication. A person really wants to 
read no more than one of Miss Yonge’s novels, and that 
one is The Heir of Radclyffe, but if a second is wanted 
the newest may be taken, and that happens to be The 
Three Brides. (For sale by Claxton, Roamsen & Haffel- 
finger.) 





Landor’s Imaginary Conversations is announced for 
early appearance by Messrs, R iberts Brothers, 


Messrs, A. D F, Randolph & Oo. have in press a new 
book by Mrs. Prentiss, author of Stepping Heavenward. 


A new novel by Dr. Holland, entitled Nicholas Min- 
turne, is ann ounced for an early place among the serials 
of Scribner’s, 


Mr. W. E. H. Lecky, the historian of European 
Morals, is writing a book on Social Life in the Eigh- 
teenth Century. 


Mr. E. J. Goodrich, a bookseller of Oberliv, Ohio, 
will publish, next month, a volume of President Oharles 
G. Finney’s sermons. 


Messrs. J. B. Lippincott & Oo. will publish Mr. Sid- 
ney Lanier’s poems in a volume entitled Psalm of the 
West, and Other Poems, 


College Life at Harvard, a descriptive volume, by a 
recent graduate of that institution, will be issued at an 
early day by Messrs. Lockwood, Brooks & Oo. 


Messrs. Little, Brown & Oo, will soon issue Plutarch’s 
L'ves, in a single octavo volume. The work will include 
a fall index, which Mr, Crocker, editor of The Literary 
World, is preparing. 


Under the title of “Handy Volume Editions,” 
James Miller, of New York, will issue Mrs. Browning’s 
works in four volumes, Festus, The Christian Year, and 
Macaulay’s Lays of Ancient Rome. 





Bayard Taylor’s National Ode will be published as a 
holiday book by Messrs. W. F. Gill & Co, Illustrations 
will be furnished by Miss Hallock, Alfred Frederic<s, 
and several other prominent artists, 


The members of the Monday Olub, of Boston, purp se 
issuing a second volume of sermons which will be «:- 
voted to the International Sunday-school Lesson of 1877. 
The book will be published by Messrs. Lockwood, Brooxs 
& Co, 


The Publishers’ Weekly notes indications of a favorable 
trade among the booksellers during the fall, The “ Fall 
Announcement Number” of this periodical is nearly 
double its usual size, and fall of matters of interest to 
book-buyers, 


An illustrated edition of Dr. Farrar’s Life of Ohrist 
will be published shortly by Messrs. Oassell, Petter & 
Galpin, in serial form. The illustrations of places and 
customs and habitsof the people will be from photo- 
graphs procured especially for this work. 


Miss Harriet W. Preston intends putting in book form 
her several scholarly studies of French literature, which 





have sppeared in the Atlantic Month/y from time to time. 
The book will be entitled Troubadours and Trouveres, 
New and Old, and will be issued by Roberts Brothers. 


Messrs. Dodd, Mead & Co. havein press the Rev. Dr. S. 
T. Spear’s volume on Raligion and the State, which isa 
collection of this writer’s articles contributed to The In- 
dependent ; also a new novel by E P. Roe, entitled Near 
to Nature’s Heart, and a book for children called Elsie’s 
Motherhood. 


Readers of the London Spectator will be pleased to 
hear that Messrs, J. H. Coates & Co. have in press a 
book entitled Essays in Literary Oriticism by Mr. R. H. 
Hatton, the senior editor of that periodical. The same 
firm will also publish Mrs, Laonowens’s Life and Travel 
in Iadis, with illustrations. 

Messrs, James R. Osgood & Co.’s list of publications 
for October comprises Saunterings in the Levant, by 
Charles Dudley Warner ; Dottings Around the Circle, by 
B. R Ourtis ; Longfellow’s Complete Poems; and a new 
series of the popular heliotype art-books, each with 
twenty-four full-page heliotypes and descriptive letter- 
press, in square folio siz3, 





Dr. Field’s entertaining and instructive letters which 
have been appearing in the New York Evangelist during 
his tour around the world, will be published in two vol- 
umes by Meesrs. Scribner, Armstrong & Oo. Among 
other books to be issued by this firm during October, are 
Turkistan, by Eugene Schuyler ; two more volumes in the 
series of Epochs of Ancient History ; and the third of the 
San Souci series, which will be an anecdote biography of 
Shelley. 


Grace Greenwood has been visiting friends in London 
who live next door to Travistock House in which Dickens 
wrote his principal books. ‘ Perhaps the only one ther:2- 
abouts who remembers him vividly, or misses him mourn- 
fally,” she writes to the New York Times, “is an old pen- 
sioner of his, a sweeper of crossings, who ir his youth 
may have suggested the moving character of Poor Joe. 
He has never been compelled to ‘move on,’ though he is 
always in that square. Mr. Dickens gave him a regular 
allowance, and while he lived the unfortunate young man, 
a cripple from his birth, never wanted for food or lodg- 
ing. I stopped one day and talked to him of his ‘great 
friend.’ His cheerfal face clouded, yet glowed at once— 
‘Yes, madame, I suppose he was great,’ he said, ‘but I 
only know he was good, and not at all proud ; you see, it 
was a good deal for him to remember a poor fellow like 
me, when he had so many things to do and so much to 
think out. He was a great loss to me, he was! When I 
heard he was to be buried in Westminister Abbey, I 
walked all the way there, but they wouldn’t let me in. 
I went another time, though, and found his grave, all by 
myself, He lies in a grand place ; the country couldn’t 
do more for a prince.’” 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. 
The interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. 


Tus Perr oF Day; or, A Seriesof the Earliest Religious [ustruction 
the Infant Mind is capable of Receiving. l6mo. pp. 206. Cloth. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. For sale by the Presbyte- 
rian Board of Publication. 


HISTORY OF THE REFORM‘ 'TIONINTHETIMEOFCALVIN ByJ.H. Merle 
D’Aubigne, DD_ Vol.7. 12mo. pp 576. Cloth. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers. For sale by the Presbyterian Board of 
Poblication. 

LAURA LINWOOD; OR, THE PRICE OF AN ACCOMPLISHMEST. By the 
author of The White Cross and Dove of Pearls, l6mo. pp. 342. 
Cicth, $1.00. New York: J. Y. Crowell. Forsale by James Ham- 
mond. 


THE JUDGMENT OF JERUSALEM. By William Patton, D.D. Il!us- 
trated. 12mo. pp. 234. Cloth, $'25. New York: Robert Car- 
ter & Brothers. For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion. 

FLowers oF THE FoRE‘T, and Other Stories. 


I. lustrated. 
& Brothers 


By Mrs Sherwood. 
16 mo. pp. 224. Cloth. New York: Robert Carter 
For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


SHAKESPSARE’S TRAGEDY OF KING RicaarpD II. Edited, with notes, 
by William J Roife, A.M. lliustrated. 16mo pp 225. Cloth, 
90 cents: Harper & Brotners. For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co, 


THE LITTLE WoopMAN, and Other Stories By Mrs. Sherwood. Illus- 
trated. 16mo. pp. 224. Cloth. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publication. 

TuE Two Destrisizs A Romance. By Wilkie Collins, I)lustrated. 
12m0o. pp 312. Cioth, $150. 8vo Paper, 50 cents. New 
York : Harper & Brothers. For sale by J. B Lippincott & Co. 


Wat ADAMS, THE YOUNG MACHINIST, AND HIS PROVERBS, By Mrs, 
Mary D.R Boyd. 16 mo pp. 247. Ciota, $1.00. Philadelphia: 
Prespyterian Board of Publication 


}RACE WESTERVELT; or. the Children of the Covenant. A sequel to 
y ‘Theodore. 16 mo. pp. 311. Cloth, $1.25. Philadelphia: Presby- 
terian Board of Puplication. 


aD TTERS TO PRIMARY TEACHERS. By Mrs. W. F. Crafts. 12 mo, 
— Cioth. New York: Nelson & Phillips. Cinctnnati: 
Biitchcock & Walden. 
EL DeRonpDa. By George Eliot. Complete in one volume. 8vo. 
ey New York: Harp:r & Brothers. For sale by J.B. 
Lippincott & Co. 


LEAVES AND Fruit. By M. E. Griffith. Dlustrated. 16mo. pp. 868, 
Cloth, $1.25. Philadelphia; Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
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BUSINESS® DEPARTMENT. 


Tue comforts of summer are provided 
in winter, through their novel appliances 
to apparatus in which hot water or steam 
are used as a heating and purifying me- 
dium, by Crane, Breed & Co., of Oincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

A FRIEND writes: ‘‘'The weekly visits 
of the Jilustrated Christian Weekly for two 
years have been like a streak of sunshine 
in my sick-room. Beside my own enjoy- 
ment of it, it has been a source of pleasure 
and profit te many others.” Published 
by the American Tract Scciety. Send to 
H. N. Thissell, 1512 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, for a sample copy. 








One of the oldest and one of the best 
papers in the country is The Watchman, 
It is adding to its circulation daily by its 
extraordinary offer to new subscribers for 
the rest of the year. One Dollar is the 
price! A new serial stcry is just begun ; 
Spurgeon’s sermons each week; regular 
Centennial correspondence. Everything 
first-class, Eight pages of good reading- 
matter each week for five cents! Now is 
the time to subscribe, Address The Watch. 
man, Boston, Mass. 








SPECIAL NOLICES. 





SARATOGA SPRINGS IN WINTER.—Reasons for going 
to Dr. Strong’s Remedial Institute, with circular 
describing its Turkisn, Russiau, and Electrical 
Baths, etc., will be seut on application. Nervous, 
Lung, Female, and Chrouic D.seaces a specialty, 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL BooxstorRE.—A gentleman edu- 
cated in the b ok business wishes a situation as 
manager, correspoadent., clerk, or reviewe: of Sun- 
G@ay-school books. Unexceptionable references 
offered as to character and — Address H. 
W. BILL, 326 Bedford Avenue, B:ooklyn, N. Y. 





IMPORTANT TO PERSONS VISITING NeW YORK OR 
THE CENTENNIAL.—Grand Union Ho wo -— 
Grand Central t. taken to from 
this depot to Hotel free. elegant rooms. Ele- 


vator. . Restaurant, su with 
the best. yp *, Cars and stages =1 
this Hotel for all parts of the city, and to - 
phia Depot for Centennial. 








CONFECTIONERY. 


Stephen F. Whitman 
& Son, 


CHOCOLATE 


AND 


CONFECTIONS, 


The Finest manufactured in AMERICA. 


FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS, 


8.W. Cor. 12th and Market Sis., 
PHILADELPHIA. 





Branch manufactory, MACHINERY HALL, Ex- 
position Grounds, AMERICAN DEPARTMENT. 








to travel and sell our Old and Staple MANUFACTURES, 
To dealers: no peddling. $75 PER MONTH, Hotel and 
Traveling Expenses paid. Apply by letter or in person 
w58. A. GRANT & CU., 2, 4,6 & 8 Home S8t., Cincinnati, O. 


A: EW DEPARTURE. MEN 





S Greatest offer of the sSea- 
; SOm. Hight $lu Chromos given 
uway with Home Gusst, including Hoover's Peer- 
less American Fruit, 244 feet long, Lake Lucerve, 
Virgin Vesta. etc. Mounted outfit. four Chromos, 
$3.00: eignt Chromos, $50 J. LATHAM & CO, 
No. 419 Washington Street Boston. 


Grape Vines. *.h:: 





Concord, Ives, Hartford, Catawba, Iona, -10e| $1.00 
Delaware, Salem, Rogers, Nos.1,3,9,19, . | .25 | 2.50 
Eumelan, Croton, Talman or Champion, . . | .40/ 400 

Brighton (red), Elvira and Lady (white),. . [1.25 
Martha, Agawam, Wilder, Creveling. . . . | .25! 2.50 
Postpaid and warranted to reach purchaser in good order. 
Also Trees, Small Fruits, ete. Proemens 5 a VERY 

Low, Send Stamp for Price and Descriptive List. 
° T.S. HUBBARD, Fredonia, N. Y. 





FOR INVENTIONS, 
PATRNTS iezeeeenue. 
COPYRIGHTS. &c., 
procured with promptness and on reasonable terms. 
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & CO., 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
110 Fourts 8r., below Chestnut. 
#@- Call or send for Book of Instruction. -@a 


SOUTH WICK’S 
GREAT COMBINATION STORE, 


627 and 629 Chestnut Street, Phiia., 


Are now selling the Cheapest line of Dry Goods ever offered by 
any house in America. 
ONE PRICE. NO MISREPRESENTATIONS. 
Fair and Honorable Dealing our Watchword. 


All Silks at last Season’s Prices. 





Best American Prints, 5c, 

Best dark Chintzes, 6\(c. 

Best yard wide Chinizea, 8c. 

Yard wide Mourning Chintzes, 10c. 
Yard wide English Chintzes, 12'.c. 
Best quality Mourning Deiaines, 12'.c. 
Piain navy blue Percales. 10c. 
Navy blue Combination Suits, $1.50. 
Best $275 Blankets ever sold. 

Best $3.50 Biankets ever sold. 

Best $5.00 Biankets ever sold. 

Best 25c. White F annel ever sold. 
Best Red Medicated Flanneis, 50c. 
Grand good Waterproofs, 75c. 

All makes of Mu 8 under price. 
All makes of Flannels under price. 





COLORED DRESS GOODS. 
COLORED DRESS GOODS. 
1000 pieces Dress Goods at 20c., worth 3ic. 
1000 pie ccs Dress Goods at 20c., worth 3ic. 
5000 pieces Wrapper Re;s at 20c., sold everywhere 


25c. 
me pieces 5-4 Colored Cashmeres at 37'<c., worth 
4c. 
1 case Colored Cashmeres at 50c. 
2 cases Colored Cashmeres at 75c., well worth $1. 
Lupin's Merin. es 75c. 
Rich and elegant Plaid Poplins. 
Rich and elegant Plain Poplins. 
Rich and elegant Stripe Poplins. 
100 magnificently embroidered 
100 magnificently embroidered 
Black Cashmere Ove rdresses 
Black Cashmere Overdierses 
at one-half cost uf importation, 
at one-h+lf cost of importation, 





HOUSEFURNISHING GOODS. 
HOUSEFURBNISHING GOODS. 
Table Linens, Towels, Napkins, Doylies, Furni- 
ture Cretonnes, Counterpanes, Spreads, Voveriets, 
etc. 





WHITE GOODS, NOTIONS, Etc, 
WHITE GUODS, NO: IONS, Krc, 
Victoria, Nainsook, Cambrics, French Muslins, 
Check and Stripe Muslins, Lace and Silk Neckties, 
Kid and Silk Gloves, Hosiery, Silk and Linen 
Handkerchiefs, Hamburg Edgivgs, and Insertions. 

Ali at lowest auction prices. 


Large lot of very fine fancy soaps at half price. 


by express, O. O;. D. 


dun 











New Turkish Baths, 1013 Chestnut St. 


for all departments and 
Pea CE ERS WANTED es akon nageue 
Broadway, N. Y. Es:abiished 1857. 








ISS ANNA ©. BRACKET and MISS 
IDA mM. ELIOT, 

No. 9 West Thirty-ninth Street, New York City, 

will re-open their Home and Day school for Girls 

on October 3, 1876. 








RS. J. T. BENFDICT’S BOARDING 
AND DAY SCHOOL, 
tor Young Ladies and Children, No. 7 East Forty- 
second Street, New York, will re-open 
SEPLEMBER 28 


A systematic course of study is orsenend, adapted 
to the Primary, Academic, and Collegiate De part- 
ments. Arrangemeuts for family pupils are ampie 
and generous. Full particuars, with references, 
in cixeular. 


Beautiful Visiting Cards, no two alike 
25 cts. 5 ks, 5 names, $1. 50 
white ones, 15 ets. These are printed 
by a new a me to fur- 

as nice as you ever saw, at 
prices never known before. No nicer 





At Cannon’s Wholesale Card House, 712 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, can be found the largest variety 
and choicest styles of type and cards in the world ; 
and for oo in filling orders, and satisfac- 
tory work his establishment is unrivalled. Send 
him an order now, before you forgetit. All your 
neighbors will want a pack of the cards when 
they see yours, 





FUN! 


HA! HA! HA! 


“Gents: Received your Toy 
WRESTLERS and had fun enough 
to doubly pay me. 1 want you to 
send me two more and two of 
your Dancing Skeletons. En- 
closed find pay for them.”’—Geo. 
W. Payton, Providence, R. I. 

We are in daily pen ct such 
letters as above. The Wrestlers 
are the greatest ‘fun provokers” 
out. Sent by mail on rake of 
25 cts. RICHARDS MANF’G CoO., 


98 Ashland Block, Chicago. 











SiLESsS. 


We are selling all our Black and Colored Silks at 
last season’s prices, without any advance 

B ack Cashmere Silks at $1, now worth $1 37. 

Black Cashmere Silks at $1.1u, now wortn $1! 50. 

Black Cashmere Silks at $1 25, now worth $1 75, 

Black Cashmere Silks a! $' 50. now worcb $2. 

Black Cashmere Royal at $1.75, now worth $2.50, 

Biack Casnmere Royal at $2, now worth $3 

Black Cashmere Royal at $275, now worth $3 25. 

Black Cashmere Koyal at $250. now worth $3 50, 

Black Cashmere Royal at $3, now worth $1.2». 

109 pieces Colored Poult de Soie in a:l the new 
shades of Seal, Myrtle, Navy Pium, Brown, Steel, 
etc at $1.10, now worth $1.37! 

This ot of Colored Silks can uot be duplicated to 
sell less than $1.37. 

75 pieces Dark Stripe Silks at 87'<c., now worth 


1.25. 
50 pieces 24-in. Plaid Silky at $1, now worth $2. 


BLACK GoOonDs. 
BLACK CASHMERES. 

Black All-woo! Cashmeres at 62'4c., worth 75c. 

B ack All-wool Cashmeres at 70c., worth 85c. 

Black All- woul Cashmeres at 7°c., wortn 95c. 

Black All-wool Cashmeres at 85c., worth $1.10. 

Black Ail-woul Cashmeres at ¥5c., worth $1 25. 

Biack Ali-wool Cashmeres at $1.10, worth $1 50. 

Black Silk Warp Henr ettas, Bombazines, Tamise, 
eae, Alpacas, and Mohairs, cheap in propor 
tio: 


n 
Black Alpacas at 25c , worth 87c. 
Black Alpacas at 86c , worth £0c. 
B.ack A pacas at 50c., worth 75c. 


SHAW LS. 
RICH AND ELEGANT PAISLEY SHAWLS, 
PLAID AND STRIPE SHAWLS. 
Paisley Shawls at $'5, worth $25. 
Paisley Shawls at $20, worth 235. 
Paisiey Shawls at $25, worth $45, 
Pa.sley Shaw's at $40, worth $50. 
Paisley Shaw!s at $40, wor h $65. 
Paisley Shawls at 350, worth ¥85. 


LYONS V4LVETS. 
Lyons Velvets at $5.00, worth $8.00. 
Lyons Velvets at $6.00, worth $9.50. 
Lyons Velvets at $7 50. worth $10.50. 
Lyons Veivets at $:.50, woith $14 00. 
Lyons Velvets at $12.50, worth $.6.50, 





You are earnestly invited to call and examine this, the largest and cheapest 
stock of Dry Goods ever shown in Philadelphia. 


Note.—If you cannot visit our establishment, we will take great pleasure in sending 
samples of any kind of goods, with prices attached, and if the goods suit you, you can order 


SOUTHWICK’ Great Combination Store, 


NOS. 627 AND 629 CHESTNUT STREET, 
Philadelphia, Pa 


ROOFING. 
Correspondence invited. Old roofs (all kinds] 


prompt y repaired; new roofs laid by contract. 
send fur estimate. 


ROOEFS. 


Why not make your roofs last a lifetime, and save 
the expense of a new roof every lvorl5 yeats, It 
can be done, if you use Slate Paint; it wii not only 
resist the effects of water and wind, but shield you 


from fire: 
OLD ROOFS. 

Protect your buildings by using Slate Paint, 
which neither cracks in winter nor runs in summer. 
Old shingle roofs can be painted, loosing much 
better, and (asting longer tuan new shingles without 
the paint for one-fourth the cost of re-shingiing. 
On decayed shingies it fills up the holes and po.es, 
and gives a new substantial roof, that jasts for ) ears 
Curved or warped shingles it brings to their places 
and keeps them there. this paint requires no heatiug, 
is applied with a brush, and very ornamental. it 
is ch. cotale coior when first applied, but changes to 
a uniform slate color, and is to all intents and pur- 
pores siate. 


ON TIN OR TRON ROOFS 
the red color 18 the best paint in the world for dura- 
bility. it pas a heavy bodypis easily appiied, ex- 
pands by heat, contracts by cold, dries slow, and 
never cracks nor sca/es. One coat equals 4 of any 
other. 

FIRE-PROOF NEW ROOFS. 

Mills, foundries, factories and dweilings a - 
cially, Materials complete tor a new steeo or Fat 
Root of Rubber Rooting; cost but about ha/f the 
price of resbingling. For rrivate Houses, Barns, 
and buildings of alé descriptions, it is far superior 
to any other rvofing in the world for conveuience 
in laying, and combines the ornamental ap 
ance, durability, avd fire-proof qualit es of tin, at 
one-third the cosl,. NO Sar or Gravel used, 

“ How to save reshing.ing,—siop }eaks eftectually 
and cheaply in roofs of aj] kinds,” a 104 page 
book, free. Write to-day. Mention SuNpay 
SCHOOL TIMES. 


NEW YORK SLATE ROOFING CO., LIMITED, 
Roofing Contractors, 
49 South Front Street, Philadelphia. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS, 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
or Boston. 

Theological and Devotional Books, Sunday-school 
Library ks, Tracts,ete OurS 4 ra—C) 
tan Banner, tor adults, Catld at Home, for children, 


and Apples of Goid, tor youngest readers—are unex. 
celled Send for samples and new catalogue to 


GARRIGUES BROS., 
AGENTS FOR THE SOCIETY, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


A Dols’ Fair! A Dolls’ Pair!! 


A Merry Christmas for the Little Sick 
Girls in the hm ospitais. 








Ten Beautiful Premiums offered for the Ten Best- 
Dresred Dolis. All Dolis to be distributed among 
the Hospitals at Christmas 

The October number of WIDE Awaxk®8, containing 
Rules and Directions sent for Tan CENTS, 
on application to the Publishers, 


D. LOTHROP & CO., Boston, Mass. 


MUSIC BOOKS! MUSIC BOOKS! 
conaioe |THE ENCORE ! iinecoiec 





lent Sing- , 
ing-School For SINGING-SCHOOLS. o— . 
Course, By L O. EmMERson. Anthems. 


Beside the above there are nearlv 100 fil ed 
with Duets, easy part Songs and Glees for Practice 
and Kecreation. 

As wil be seen, there are abundant matrrials of 
the best character fur making Singing classes inter- 
esting wide-awake, and popular, 

THE Encore is also an excellent book to use in 
Conventions, Academies, Coliege Choi's, etc. Price 
75 cents. $7.50 per dozen. 


cosine (THE SALUTATION !| Sntsinss 


Singing- 

Good Col-! ouuyRcH muUSIC-BOOK! | schoot 
_— of Couses. 
S- colar » 
For 1876-77. with 

Music, abundant 


By L O. Emerson. exerci-es, 

Bot the greater part of this new and important 
musical work is taken up wi h new Meirical Tunes, 
Anthems, Sentences, Chauts, etc.,etc. The whole 
constitutes a bvok qu te equal to those already pul - 
lis , which have causea the name of Mr, Emer- 
ron to be widely known as one of the most succest - 
ful of modern composers of Sacred Music. Price 
$1.88. Per dozen $1200 

Specimen copies mailed, post free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., BOSTON. 
©. H. Ditson & Oo.,|3. E. Ditsom @ Oo., 


1 BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LEE & WALKER. 
New York. Philadelphia. 


SONGS FOR THE PEOPLE! 


Gospel Hymns & Sacred Songs 


Used exclusively at the religious services held by 
Messrs. MOODY and SANKEY. 
Price, in Board Covers, $30 per 100; 25c. ea. by mail. 
“ Words only, - $5 “ 100;6¢. “ “ 








“Winnowed Hymns.” 


The most popular collection for devotional exer- 
cises ever issued (exce;t the “ Moovy 
SANKEY SonG Booxk’’) 


Price, in Board Covers, $25 per 100; 30c. ea. by mail. 
“Brightest and Best.” 


Entirely new and sterling Songs for the Sunday- 
school, 
By LOWRY Anp DOANE. 
This work should be used in every Sunday-school in 
the land. Those who have adc pted it are delighted 
with it. It is constantly increasing in popularity. 


Price, in Bord Covers, $30 per 100; 35¢. ea. by mail. 





The above and all of our other publications are 
sold by Booksellers and Music Dealers everywhere. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, No. 76 KE. Ninth Street, N. Y. 


91 Washington Street, Chicago. 


# ROBINSON'S v 
ymin & Sune Books 
CoNGS FOR THE SANCTUARY 


FoR CHOIRS AND CONGREGATIONS 4 





pat tt 


GING. qe 
PURE CONGREGATIONAL SINE" 


fi Gaon e ones Go 
Toe HAPEL, SONGS, ©: 

MEN dagen terms ac. address He PUb]ig 

co AS BARNES & COMPANY 22” 
Wew York , Chicago & New Orleangz 


AGENTS! 8 a day, sure.toall. Write to SIMP- 
i), SON & sMITH, New York City. 


RIVATE BOARDING for CENTENNIAL 
VISITORS. Convenient to Centennial grounds 
by steam or street cars. 850 Franklin Street. 


CENTENNIAL BOARD. 
Address MRS. MAPLES, 1742 PARK Avenue, 


Philadelphia. Pa. 
Terms, $1.50 per day. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. ) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each, 
“* 15 to 29 “ 1.960 * 
20 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, @1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be recelved for any portion of 
& year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as fret formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered. The new sub- 
scribers to pay pro rata for the time of their sub- 
scriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed, should be careful to name notonly 
the post office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent, All addresses 
should include both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew : ‘ther a single or 
club subscription, in connectiin with which his 
name has not before been know . to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THz Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


Now that the date of expiration i« plainly printed 
on the yellow address label of each paper or pack- 
age of papers, it will be necessary for all subsori- 
bers to renew promptly by the time thus designated 
or their paper will be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .60. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on reeeipt of 
its price only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Timxs who are past rs or superintendenis, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THs 
Times, desires the help of THr SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Paper for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Parser accordingly 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra papers go only to 
subscribers of THE TIMES, 


Orders for this PAPER can be filled only when 
coming direct from superintendents or pastors who 
are subscribers of Tur TImEs, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, . ~ 8 .60 
100 06 one year, - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate, 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - - §$ 6.235 
100 ain one year,- - - 25.00 

Less than 100 copies at same rates. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadel- 
phia, to John Wanamaker, as fullows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholar's Quarterly, one year, ls. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office, 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New York Orrice is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 804 Fourth Avenue, Y. 
M. ©. A. Building, 

K, P. WALLINe, Agent. 








SPECIAL OFFER! 


That every pastor, superintendent, and 


teacher may become 


acquainted with THE 


SunDAY ScHooL TimMEs, the paper will be 
sent, postage free, to any new subscriber for 
three months for twenty-five cents. 

If you value THE Times will you not 
make this offer known to your friends who 


are not subscribers ? 


Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











FOR THE TIMES. 

BY THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD. 

PRESBYTERIANS AND THE REVO- 
LUTION. 





By the Rev. WILLIAM P. BREED, D.D. 


1émo. Price, 75 cents. 


The Centennial year naturally awakens histor- 
ical interest and research, and in this volume the 
relations of Presbyterians and Presbyterianism to 
the American Revolution will gratify an honest 

ride in their forefathers, and awaken gratitude to 

for his goodness to them, their church and 


JOHN A. BLACK, 


Business Superintendent, 
1834 Chestnut St., Philada. 
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FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN'S SAFE CO. 


yax Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


265 Broadway, ' 
NEW YORK. 


PICTURES, 19x94, CARICATURES, &o. the 
best Acheapest. Bampie copies by mail, VSe. 
Circular free, -M. DONALDSON, Art Publisher, Cincinnati. 


JAPANESE GOODS AT JAPANESE 


y _ HEADQUARTERS, 


50 per cent. less than Centen- 
nial prices. land be convinced. 1342 Chestaut. 


TE AS —The choicest in the worid—Importers’ 
S.aple 
all 











a een yy Com y in America— 
article—Pleases every y—Trade continu- 

increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—Best 
inducements—Don t waste time—Send for circular 
to ROB'T WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box 1287 


HAYES, COULTER & co., 


cturers 0: 

Heaters, Ranges, and Grates, 
of the latest improvements, and 
MARSGLEIZED SLATE MANTELS 
of the richest designs. Send for catalogue. 

1305 Chestnut Street, Phila. 








~The Patent SPIRAL VEST and PANTS BUCKLE. 





This convenient little article does away with the 
uncomfortable old-style tight band around the 
body. It supports it, but does not impede respira- 
tion, and can be at ed to any garment in five 
minutes, without sewi.g or any manipulation. 
For ease and comfort i! excels anything ever in- 
vented. Sample mailed _ n receipt of 25c. Please 
mention THE SUNDAY ScHOOL Timzs. 

@ BET‘15, Isventor and Manufacturer of 
Patented Novelties, 5y Broadway, New York. 

Agents wanted, 











EDUCATIONAE. 





OLDEN HILL Seminary for Yo Ladies, Bridge- 
G port, Ct. address Mise EMILY NELSON. 


GROVE HALL, 


Miss Montfort’s School for 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 








we CHESTNUT 
Ne. 4035 CH 8T , 
This Lan pe 4 School ia delightfully 
situated in West and combines advan- 
—< both city and country. For 

address the Principal, Mrs.J.A. 


CLASSICAL INSTITUTE, 
No. 247 South Thirteenth Street. 
Duties resumed September 11. : 

The undersigned invites the atteniion of parents 
to the extensive improvements made daring the 
vacation, and a) iy to the change of entrance 
from Dean to Thirteenth Street. For circulars ad- 
dress the Principal, J. W. FAIRES, D.D., 245 South 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


MOUNT VERNON MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Morgan Park, Cook County, IIlL., 


Under new man ent, will afford inereased 
facilities for thorough education. Fall term en 
September 14, 1876. Reference in Philadel 
Kev. H. Clay Trumbull, editor Sunpay ScHOOL 
Trmgs. For circulars address 

Capt. E. N. KIRK TALOOTT, President, 
Washington Heights, Il. 


POTTER HALL, 


ANDALUSIA, BUCKS COUNTY, PA. 

A home em = > ~ for Little Boys. Founded by 
e iate Rev. Ur. Wells. 

Thirteen miles from Philadelphia, on Philadel- 

hia and Trenton Railroad. Location healtbful, 

2utiful, and easy of access from every direction. 
TERS MODERATE. 

Fall term commences MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 

11, 1876. For catalogue. etc., ad 
A. N. ARM4, Jz., Principal. 


bg oor ACADEMY, Canandaigua, N. Y.—A 
Boarding and Day School for Young Men and 
Boys. Secures the highest #dvantages of instruc- 
tion with the safeguards and comforts of a Chris- 
tian home. Send fer circular. Opens September 7. 
N.T. C KE, Principal. 


EST PENN SQUARE ACADEMY. S.W. 
ce:ner Broad and Market Streets, T. BRANTLY 
LANGTON, Principal, enters september 18 upon its 
eighth year. Of the 300 pupils admitted, those who 
have graduated from the institution have been al 
pared for Harvard and Pennsylvania Universities, 
—for law, medica!, and divinity schools, the count- 
ing-roum, and industrial life. 
he locality is unsurpassed in Philadelphia, be- 
ing at the intersection of two of the widest streets 
in the city, and occupying all the upper floors of 
the Third National Bank bui ding, there is afforded 
abundant opportunity for light and ventilation. 
The Teaching Force is ample, and comprises gen- 
tlemen of wide experience and marked scholar- 


ship. 

The Oourse of Study, Methods of Instruction and 
Discipline, Lectures, Drawing, French, German, 
Preparation for College and Business, Pre toi 
School, ete., ete., are ail fully discussed in the ( en- 
tennial Prospectus, which will be mailed, free of 
expense, to any address, 

he school will be open for inspection daily after 


September 1. 
Rev. George A. Peltz, Associate 

















Reference: The 
Editor of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Tims. 


and COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Fert Plain, Montgomery Co., N. Y. 
Offers a genial home to pupils of both sexes. 
Select, thorough, successful. 
We expect success only by deserving it. 
Fall Term begins September 5. 
For particalars send for cata) e, and address 
REV. A. MATTICE, A.M., Principal. 





x. ALO. VAN-LENNEP, 

aor Montclair, N. J., 

> LECTURES on OnrenraL 

+ MANNERS AND CusTOMs, 
* CONDUCTS S. 8S. Institutes, 


.s 8. 8. Normal Classes, 
And 8. 8. Work generally, 


WORTH REPEATING. 


ON A FAITHFUL BANK 
CASHIER. 


(G. P. Lathrop, in the New York Tribune.] 


[A dispatch from Northfield, Minnesota, states 
that at two o'clock on the afternoon of the6th inst. 
eight mounted robbers rode up tothe Bank. Three 
of them dismounted, entered, sprang over the 
counter, and ordered the cashier, Mr. J. M. Hay- 
wood, to open the vaalt. Although a knife was 
held to his throat, he refused to obey. The robbers 
then shot him tnrough the head, the arsistant 
ceshier was wounded, but succeeded in escaping. 
The alarm was at once given, the citizens collected 
and uttacked the band, twoof whom were killed, 
after which the others made their escape. O 
to the heroism of Mr. Haywood, nothing was lost. 








NTO how few the fadeless bays 
Belong! How few the iron crown 
Of virtue wear! And few the lays 
That bearahero’s honor down’ - 
Untarnished to the latest days ! 


Yet there was one but now who breathed 
Faithful to trust, and in that hour 
Summoned he laid down life, bequeathed 
To all good men his good deed’s power, 
And with great names his name enwreathed. 


For tell me not his place was low, 
His sterling voice till then unheard : 
He knew and dared to answer “ No!” 
Whole volumes spoke in that one word, 
And duty could no further go. 


Not oftenest on war’s glorious field 
Or in the gaze of favoring men 

Does Duty call, but when the shield 
Of secrecy protects, or when 

Our dearest hopes to her must yield ; 


Not oftenest does the martyr gain 

By sacrifice his righteous fame :— 
And this man knew it, stood the strain 
Of silent trial. He prized the name 
Of truth, and kept it free from stain. 


If he betrayed not, death was sure ; 

Before him stood the murderous thief :— 
He did not flinch. . . Of one life fewer 
The angels turned the blood-sealed leaf 
That night, and said : “The page is pure.” 


O simple faith and layalty ! 

If each true heart like this were strong 
The nation’s ancient majesty 

Would rise again with joyous song, 
Her beauty shine o’er every sea ! 





DULL PREACHERS AND DULL 
HEARERS. 


{From App/eton’s Journal for October.] 


T should be remembered that eloquence 
is a rare with all classes of public 
speakers, and that genuis only occasion- 
ally illuminates even the pages of secular 
writings. Powerful sermons are few, and 
great preachers are rare, but neither fewer 
nor more rare than excellence in other 
things—in fact, much less so, for we know 
of no branch of intellectual effort that, 
taken as a whole, is so vital and infiuen- 
tial as the pulpit. Every large city has 
at least seve pe whom eager 
crowds gather to hear; every section has 
more than one noted pulpit-orator whose 
fame is spread afar, and, if grumblers at 
dull sermons would point out the book- 
makers or journal-writers whose influence 
is greater or whose followers are more nu- 
merous or more ztalous, they would do 
something to justify their complaints. 
But there is another aspect to this ques- 
tion. When we hear a complaint of a 
dull sermon, it is by no means certain 
whether the dullness is in him who preach- 
es or in him who listens. There are ora- 
tors of such energetic nature that the pas- 
sionate earnestness of their deli ex- 


ry | cites every auditor ; but it does not follow 


that these men have utterances more wor- 
thy of attention than those of less em- 
phatic speakers. The sermon that flows 
smoothly and me along may have far 
more intricate thought, much more fresh 
—. than the turbulence of a so- 
called eloquent preacher; and these calm 
and ng tful addresses, above all things, 
require intelligent listening. In these 
cases the attention is not carried by storm; 
it must be surrendered by the alert imagi- 
nation and the willing sympathy; the 
spirit, the life, the significance, the worthi- 
ness, of any sermon must largely depend 
upon the relation of the mind that re- 
ceives to that which expounds. No mat- 
ter what wealth of color an artist pours 
upon his canvas, the picture is meaning- 
less to him who does not look upon it with 
quickened apprehension ; no matter with 
what splendor of a poet adorns 
his lines, it is all a babble to him who has 
no poesy in his soul. Dante and Shake- 
speare, Raphael and Marillo, Beethoven 





and Handel, all are locked up in dullness 
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to the dull. Of course there is varying PERIODICALS. AGENTS WANTED. 

quality of performance ; it must be con- ECCENTRICITY. Agents Wanted for 

ceded that theyg are poor painters, weak | [From Good Words; reprinted in Lillell’s Living AND ITS PRAYER 


verse-writers, and bad | penny yet who 
shall say how much of critical deprecia- 
tion in there assumed cases sprin 
the insensibility of the critic? any a 
line of a has profound significance 
to a student, which is but meaningless jar- 
gon to the clown. Many a flower is full 
of beauty to a naturalist that to the crude 
rustic is no more than a worthless weed. 
As it is true that 
The ripe flavor of Falernian tides, 
Not in the wine, but in the taste resides ; 
as it is certain that the glowing tints of 
jo flowers nite oe ee ee of 
e sunset upon the susceptibility 
of the retina that mirrors them; as it is 
the delicate sensitiveness in the photo- 
graphic plate that catches successfully 
the shadow of the sun, and fixes the sub- 
tile lines of the image; as divine melody 
can live only in the attuned ear; as heat 
and light are vital force only as they act 
upon the material substances that receive 
them—so we may be assured that the 
world of mind is equally with these in- 
stances of physical phenomena a matter 
of correspondence, No seeds are so fruit- 
ful that they can quicken in a desert soil, 
and few so feeble that they will not vivify 
in a generousloam. In depreciative criti- 
cism, therefore, it is often uncertain where 
the defect lies,—whether it is really in the 
dullness of the producer or in the stub- 
born insersibility of the censor. 


INFLUENCE OF THE PSALMS. 
[From tha Sunday Magasine.] 
WE all know the influence which 
hymns exercise upon the Church. In 
many lands religion has been kept alive 
among the people by a cherished orthodox 
hymnology, long after the truth had ceased 
to be preached from the pulpits. For we 
are cradled to the sound of our hymns; 
they are among the first lessons we learn 
by our mother’s knee, and our best and 
sweetest associations are connected with 
them. In times of sorrow and — 
they recur tous. It is as if some divine 
rod then struck the rock in the wilderness, 
and it gushed forth its living waters. Yet 
many of our best hymns are faulty either 
in substance or in style, and all of them 
are necessarily imperfect. But here we 
have an absolutely perfect, a divine 
Hymnal and Prayer Book, given us by 
God himself, time- sealed by the 
testimony of his dear saints in all ages and 
under all conceivable circumstances, and 
sanctioned by no less authority than that of 
our divine Lord and Saviour. He him- 
self employed it for the threefold purpose 
for which it was given tothe Old Testa- 
ment Church, and which by his example 
he has consecrated to our use. He quoted 
the Book of Psalms as prophecy, when he 
questioned the scribes on the application 
of Psalm cx. He used the Psalms as 
hymns, when he sung with his disciples 
the “hymn” or portion of the Psalms 
custo after the paschal supper. And 
he offered them up as prayer in one of his 
last utterances on the cross, 

The disciples followed in the steps of 
their divine Master. In the New Testa- 
ment altogether no fewer than forty-eight 
out of the one hundred and fifty psalms 
are quoted—some cf them repeatedly— 
others, such as Psalms ii. and lxix., tocon- 
siderable extent. Thus out of the twelve 
verses in Psalm ii, no fewer than five are 
oes. and that in eight different parts of 

e New Testament. The following are 
the Psalms quoted by the Lord or his 
apostles, viz.:—ii., iv., v., vi, viii, x., 
xiv., xvi, xviii, xxi., xxii, xxiii, xxiv., 
xxxi., xxxil, xxxiv., xxxv., x 
xxxvii., xi, x'i., xliv., xiv., xlviii., li., 
ly., Ixviii., Lxix., )xxv., lxxviii, | a 
Ixxxvi., lxxxix , xc., xci., xeii,, xciv., xcv., 
cil, civ., cix., ex., exii., exvi., exvii. 
exviii., cxxy., and cxl. 

Ever since, the Book of Psalms has been 
not leas dear to the Church of the New 
than it had been to that of the Old Testa- 
ment, though it occupied a peculiar and 
unique position in reference to the latter. 
It formed, at any rate during the first 
temple, the only authorized part of the 
public services by the side of the sacrificial 
worship and of the priests’ blessing. Of 
necessity it holds no longer this place 
under the new dispensation. Bat it now 

esses for us fresh attractions, For 


from 





while its prayer and praise are ¢qually 
suitable to us, we enjoy the fuller light 
and meaning shed upon them by the Holy 
Spirit, and its prophecies are now seen as 
fulfilled in the Person and the work of the 








Age.] 


VERYBODY has to be eccentric some- 
how. It takes many a queer twist 
before the infinite variety of human char- 
acter and circumstances can be reduced to 
a similarity almost as striking as that in a 
packet of pins. It was a humorous and 
su tive illustration of this that a book, 
lately written to advise of limited income 
how to look like their richer neighbors, 
hinted that in order to secure the conven- 
tional number of silk dresses and parasols. 
they might even wear colored under-linen ! 


We should all have a “ proper regard” 
for public opinion. Only what public 
opinion? most conventional ac- 

uaintance seeks the favorable verdict of 
Pinto Place, not of Black Slum. Let us 
think of the quality of the approval we 
, rather than of its quantity. Let us 

to do what should be done, and the 
best will either approve us at once, or pres- 
ently thank us for them a new 


lesson. People’s moral taste like their 
artistic, want educating. The ter a 
man is, the fewer within earshot praise 


him, Condemnation is the only title of 
— = some we gro a Re 
Mszzini’s greatness was y z 
when he was judged as an assassin by those 
who would have been proud of a presen- 
tation to the besotted Bomba. They saw 
that white was the opposite of black; they 
only mistook the terms. Oolumbus was 
wise when he had his fetters buried with 
him he had doubtless learned that in 
such a world the iron chain is a far more 
substantial order of merit than the most 
selectly distributed golden fleece. Higher 

et, while the Jews made a hero of Barab- 
fn the robber, their only possible tribute 
to Jesus was to crucify him. 

If there be anything which we secretly 
long for, could we only muster courage, 
then we may be sure that there are many 
others like us—standing still as sheep till 
the bell-wether moves onward. re are 
some slaves who achieved their own free- 
dom long before the general emancipation 
act, which they held to brivg about. 
And let us remember the old proverb,—it 
is “ the hindmost” whom the devil takes. 
It would be a foolish cat who refused to 
he eter > wage a other cats had 

icked off the cream. Yet there are peo- 
ple who can accept nothing till it begins 
to grow stale. The originality of some 
impulses are half their value. When they 
cease to be a protest against the untruth- 
fulness and unthinkingness of habit, they 
are often far on the way to be untruthful 
or unthinking themselves. To-day, the 
most conventional of us are doing what 
was firstdone by some very “ eccentric” 
forefather. Shall we drive the steeds of 
the car of time, or shall we toil ever 
behind in the dust which it raises? Shall 
= be slaves ourselves, or free liberators of 
others, 


Dare to be strong: the world is very weak, 
And longs for burning words which strong 
souls speak, 
Thirsts for the cup which ye have strength 
to grasp, 
Toils on the road where ye are swift to run, 
Does nought itself, but worships what is done. 
Spare it one hand: thine other angels 
clasp. 





VISITING CARDS. 





colors, by reiurn mail, only 10 cents, FICK- 


2 5 FANCY VISITING CARDS, white or mixed 
AKD & CO., Bethiehem, Penn. 





™ FANCY CARDS, 11 styles, with name, 10c. 
Q5 postpaid, J. B. HUSTED, Nassau, N. ¥. 


5 Fosratasracn, 99 Mattot Crock, 0.” L0G, 


CAN'T BE BEAT, %2.ta‘sune 
no twu alike, your name on them all, for 10 
cts.and stamp. A large. spicy paper and list 


of all styles with order, or 
et, stamp. G. B. Ullman & 








per and samples, for 3 
“ra Winter SC, Boston, 





EN INEERS and Engine Owners should all un- 
derstand the ALLEN GOVERNOR. I]- 
lustrated circulars sent free. 8. B. ALLEN, Boston. 


RUB IT OUT 


WITH 


BRYANT’S PATENT SLATE RUBBER, 
which erases all Pencil-marks without wetting the 
Slate or soiling the fingers! One dozen seat free, 
by mail, on receipt of 25 cents. Schools and agents 
supplied at a discount by the patentee and manu- 


ry 
A. H. BRYANT, 
20 North Ninth Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 








THE 


GHURUHT UMN 


THE NATIONAL ORGAN OF THOSE LABORING FOR 
THE ACTUAL, VISIBLE UNITY OF EVAN- 
GELICAL BELIEVERS, 








No. 22 Beekman Street, New York. 
EX. B. GRANNIS, 
Publisher. 

» Contributing Editors: 


JOSEPH T. DURYEA, D.D. 
HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
SAMUEL T. BURCHARD, D.D. 
J. HYATT SMITH, D.D. 


By purchasing in large quantit'es, we are enabled 
to offer to our Riends. oe pramiuma, the following 
works at less than haif their cost at the 
bookstores : . 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 


1017 pp. Finely illustrated. 
CONYBEARE & HOWSON’S 
Life and Epistles of St. Paul, 
Beautifully illustrated, over 900 pages. 
Each of these books sells at retail for $450. 


OUR PRICES: 


The paper Alone, ONE YEAF.........--ersereereeeeseeeeree $2.50 
The paper and either DOOK,............ccseeseseeeeeeeee 5.00 
The paper and both bOOKS,..........ccccccereeeeerereee 6.00 


GIFT TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


We have made arrangements with a large pub- 
lishing firm of this city, which enable_us to send, 
without extra charge, to all our subscribers who 
request it, and who send us their regular subscrip- 
tioa of $2.50, a fine ste.] engraving of either of tae 
following persons: 


HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
WM. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 
CHAS. F. 8, D.D. 
THEO. L. CUXYLER, D.D. 
. JOHN HA 


R. ». STORRS, D.D. 

8. H. COX, D.D. 

GAKDINER SPRING, D.D. 

J. CLEMENT FRENCH, D.D. 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT, 
HORACE GREELEY, 

PETER COOPER. 


REMAX KABLE ANSWERS! 

“One of the most timely and necessary books 
given to the woria in modern times.” Agents are 
meeting with GRAND succE Ss. 16,000 ALRBaDY OR- 
DERED, Address J, S. GOODMAN, Publisher, 91 
Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 


CG AGENTS WANTED FOR HISTORY 


ENTEN’L EXHIBITION 


Tt S@ism inet We ay Vuacl wk Une agent 
sold 73% copies in two dayr. Send for our extra 
terms to agents. National Publishing Co., Phila., Pa. 


WE PAY THE BEST COMMISSIONS, 

Do not engage on other beoks before 
sending for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
SMITH, Publishers, 732 Walnut Street. 


NO MORK HARD TIMES. cio 


Male or Female, to rell the IL- 
LUSTRATED LORDS PRAYER. a real 
work of art. No daub. Sells itself. Agents are 
—e from $5.00 to $15.00 per day. If you want 
p oof, I can furnish it. Send $1.00 and get the two 
sizes, with circulers, terms, etc. Address REV. 8, 
T. BUCK, Williamsport, Pa. Box 2512. 


$50 to $200 A MONTH FOR AGENTS. 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 

The great interest in all nations, and in our own 
thrilling history of 100 years, makes this book sell 
faster than any other. 3 books in one, beautifully 
illustrated. Low price, quick ssles, extra terms. 
Send for circular, J,C. McLCURDY & CO, Philada. 


$55 ° $77 ghee! ents. SAMPLES FREE 


Y, Augusta, Maine 
AGENTS WANTED. NEW NOVELTIES- 


just out. ron free. Napo)eon Novelty Com- 
pany. 290 PEARL STREET, N. Y. 


AGENTS FIND rat THe FULL HISTORY or Toe 


Wonderal MOQDY & SANKEY 


in Great Britain and wm 
. From 5 to 20 boo 























America 
where, All want it—rich or 
a day’s work. It is the only complete work pub- 
lished, containing Mr. Moody’s Sermons and 
Talks, Sankey’s Addresses, and 


Meeting 
cngeevines, Price, $2. A iGroae t. E GOODSPEED 


., 14 Barclay Street, New York. 


$200 amonth. Outfit worth $1 free to agents. Fx- 
celsior Mf’g Co., 151 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


a day. Employment for all. Cata- 
$(0,00 logues free. Tecnpies, 25 cents. 
& CO., 119 Nassau st., New York City, 
Men to travel and sell goods to 
dealers. No peddling. 980.4 
month, hotel and traveling expenses 
paid, Momsrron Manvvactuaine Co,, Cincinnati, Ohio, 


BOOK AGENTS. Zeer 














arner, Mark Twain. and others. Now 
the time to secure territory. Catalogues sent free. 
Address AM.PUB.CO., Hartford,Ct.,Chicago, or Cinn 





AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OUR 


A Complete STER NT of 30RDER. 


100 YEARS AGO. ; 
Ite thrilling conflicts of Red and White foes. mualiing 
Adventures, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women an 

boys Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 
Old and Young. Notadull page. No competition PEnormous 
sales, Agents wanted everywhere. Illustrated circulars free. 
J.C. McCURDY & CO., 268. Seventh St., Philadelphia, Pa.; 


M earning $40 to $120 week, oO 
richly 11h trated work, d ptive a ne Sou 











INSURANCE. 





W. L. CARTER—625 Walnut Street. 
FIBRE AND LIFE I.VSURBANCE 
IN ANY AMOUNT. 
ALL INQUIRIES BY MAIL PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 


BE, SURE #9 SECURE Sita uflSncres 
in the Mutual tection Comp’y of Philadelphia, 
which is os mutual. Assessments only col- 








1825. 1876. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1826. 


Capital, $400,000,00, - +=  Asmets, $1,559,858.76, 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 





Bargains in Wrapping Paper and 
Twine. H. nx w. HALL. 
31 Hawley Street, Boston. 








STEREOPTICON ENTERTAINMENTS 
with the best Dissolving View Apparatus, Oxy-Hy- 
drogen Light, etc. Sunerb views uf noted scenery 
in America, England France, Germany. the Alps, 
Italy, Egypt, Holy ‘and, etc. Also, an entire 
evening of Centenniai Exposition views. Full and 
reliable descriptions given. Highest testimonial-. 
J.J] WILSON, 763 Broadway, N. Y. 


THOMAS DEPUY, 


CARPET DEALER, 


37 South Second Street, 
Above Chestnut, East side, PHILADELPHIA, 
LOWEST CASH PRICES. 


N. B.—J. , 1s not at 258 8, Second, 
omas Depuy, 


Terms moderate. 








Stewart Depu 
but é with 





ling History, Resources, Wonders, and Curiosities of 


OUR COUNTRY 


and the Great ** Exhibition.” 1000 more agents 
wanted for this and ** Life of Livingstone” 
(over 100,000 sold, also new super-extra Bible, 2000 
illustrations. For full descriptions and extra terms, 
write to HUBBARD BROS., Publ’s, Philadelphia. 





=— 





SUMMER RESORTS. 


CAPE MAY. 


The most delighifui Sea-side resort in America, 

Ts reached via the West Jersey Railroad in 2 hours 
and % minutes. 

EXCURSION TICKETS, good on day of issue or 
following day,—when issued on Saturday good to 
return on Monday,—$4.00. For sale at all offices of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Co., in Philadelphia, 











BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, C; . 

, Tower Clocks, etc 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vanduzen & Tift, 102 & 104 E. Seoond St.,Cin. 


SECOND HAND CHURCH ORGANS. 


No.75. Two Manueles, 32 stops. He 
7 stops, ’ 
4 stops, 
§ tose 
4 stops, 1 


Nor Sh: fee Mantes, 
For particulars apply to 
B20 6. BOSE SRSA Been. 
MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells, 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
*@ lllustrated Catalogues sent free. 








No. - One Manuele, 
No. . @ne Manuele, 
No, One Manuele, 








W. G. HOPPER. H. 8. HOPPER. 


WILLIAM @. HOPPER & CO., 


BANKERS AND BROKERS, 
No. 27 South THIRD Street. 
STOCKS, BONDS, AND GOLD 


bought and sold on commission. Interest allowed 
on deposits, 
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THE 


Hstey Organ Leads the World! 


Tone full, noble, and exceedingly animating. 








Undoubtedly the finest of their class. 


Moscow. Rubinstein. Fr. Kucken. 


Noble tone, surprising power, and fulness with light touch, 


Deserve the highest admiration. I consider them unsur- satisfy the greatest pretensions. 


passed by any I have ever seen. Sophie Menter, 


Vienna, D. Popper. 


Brunswick, Franz Abt. 


Have been a teacher for a lifetime, but never found their 
Exceedingly appropriate for religious services. equal in beauty and sympathy of tone. 


Schwerin. Grand Duke of Mecklenburg. Warsaw. Anton Freyer. 


Like them better the longer I know them. 
Excel in fine powerful tone. 


Berlin. Professor Leonhard Emil Bach. 
Copenhagen. Ole Bull. 


Excel all in beauty of tone and easy action. 
I can play with exquisite enjoyment for hours on these 








Schlenitz. The Countess Brandis. 
beautiful instruments. ah. 
St. Petersburg. Annette Essipoff. Redeem reed.iastruments from harshness. 
a Boston. Professor L. O. Emerson. 
I am surprised at their full, noble, and organ-like tone. oman 
Air-la-Chapelle. Pauline Lucca. Certainly the best I ever heard. 
oar New York. Professor Geo. W. Morgan, 
Surpassingly fine, and rank far above any other manu- ' 
factu'e. After trial of twelve years, I cannot find their equal. 
London. Professor Aug. Wilhelm). 


Philadelphia. Park McFarland, Jr., Organist. 


MOST EXTENSIVE REED-ORGAN WORKS ON THE CLOBE. 


Address for beautiful Illustrated Catalogue, 


J. ESTEY & CO., Brattleboro, Vt, U.S. A. 








gor) SHOLARS QUARTERLY ra 


AMERICA. FOU RTH QUARTER. 
PAV, {| R Be sure and make a trial of THE SCHOL-| | Bach mouse 
ARS’ QUARTERLY before the new year.| * Sout trap. Sample by 
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0c 
=R. E. DIETZ, 


mali, postpaid, 
Life and Accident Orders for the fourth quarter (October, No- 


= Patentee, 54 & 66 




























2 r wa i ————_ ~—— Fulton Street, N.Y. 
vember, and December) will be promptly 
, 
INSURANCE 0, |fillea. a 
OF HARTFORD, CONN, PRIC EH: 
$32, 600.000 LAMPS, CHANDELIERS, GLASSWARE, SILVER- 
100 Copies, one year, (four quarters) - = $25.00, PLATED WARE AND BRONZES 
has been paid on 100 three months, (one quarter) - 6.25. , 
25,000 Accident Claims, Single Copies, one year, (four quarters) ° 36 S. Second St, and 27 Strawberry St , Philada. 
Fravklin H. Carser, of New York, drowned One Copy, three months, (one quarter) - 07. Location at Centennial Exhibition, N 47, center of 
ns Rom bet hom aastdens policy in The 'rav- Address 
" Dr. a. -M Black man. of Cresco, lows. thrown JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, WATERS’ COCHESEEION thine ORG AT. Jy 
ot - > nm 
soneh a Weave lers caly one week tae 610 Chestnut Street, PUNaSelphia. come ball ome) eg nomen 
fur 81v,000, — $$ -—- - . — ever made. They have 
xion tens Tepe be mitee fons & Ouaie’ hea : poten oy Mg war ctre 
ng from ada . w : u ~ 
mavetese heddeat Fay Br 05,000, GOOD. L_Attmctive Semele p EF tees Lae. 
ONE IN SEVENTEEN ifully Tilustrated pert 1A Cheapest Publ taves of bells tuned in 
of the 420,000 who have been insured in The Beauti Best a perfect harmony with 





‘es waveters. has received in cash the benefit of the reeds, and their effect 

Accident Insurance. ismagical and electrify= 
A General Accident Policy 1 PI 

for $5,000, witn $25 weekly indemnity for diea S \ N D AY 

biip 


ing. WATERS’ CLAR- 
























=| 1ONA, ORCHESTRAL, 
CONCERTO, VESPER, 
— Mea hers fae a or Professional man, =a ; CENTENNIAL Chimes, 
5.00 4 YEAR, yN APPLIC ATION TO P CHAPEL, & COTTAGE 
ge tes pee SAMPLES SENT FREE 0% 5105 N.Y. ORGANS, in Unique French Cases combine 
armers Mechanics, aud men in any occupation é Co., Box ’ PURITY of VOICING with great volume & tone; 

smeete* $y or i t Work Publishing . suitable for P/ erat ¢ as ROH. 
A »Square, 
$7.50 TO $10 PER $1000. Christian a HEAP. WATERS’ PIANOS, scveRieny 
at " ARE THE BEST MADE; Yehe Tone, Touch, 
Cash Assets, - 33,925,000 Workmanship, ond Derabiticy Unsurpassed. 

ip < = —= = —= | Warranted for SIX YEARS. 
Cash Surplus, - 31,390,000 PRICES EXTREMELY LOW for cash. Month- 
— 4 ¥ The President of the BRYANT & STRATTON BUSINESS COLLEGE Fniladelphia, has ly Installments received. Instruments to let 
JA8. G. BATTERSON, President. made arrangements so that parties desiring to attend this Institution during the progress of the watil paid fer as per contract. A Liberal Diss 
RBRODNEY DENNIS count to Teachers, Minis ors, Churches, Schools, Lodges etc, 
wo. W. atten, Gent'agentead asome.| UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION =| Siisrs\wixii. Srccinindiccmcn 
12 south Fourth 5t., Philadelphia ean seoure good board a! the present low rates, It will take at least a month to thoroughly examine the numerous to the paeae, arenes ,. asniagess Manes. 
w objects of interest from all parts of the world, and this can easily be done afternoons and on Saturdays, with- Second=hand Pianos and Organs at GR 

8. G. right ¢, Special Agent, out interfering with the regular course of study. Vo such ¢ opportunity for obtaining a business education and BARGAINS. \HORACE WATERS & SONS, 
E. Cor, Third and Chestnut Sts. valuable general information will ever again be presented. For full particulars, address Manufacturers and Dealers, 481 Broadway, 





Agents Everywhere. J. E, SOULE, President, 108 South Tenth th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. and 40 EAST 14th ST., UNION SQUARE, N.Y. 











